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Rotary D6400 Difference Maker Awards

Honoring the unsung Rotary heroes who create lasting impact

Purpose

The Rotary Difference Maker Award honors everyday Rotarians who consistently live the ideal of Service Above Self.
These unsung heroes show up, roll up their sleeves, and make things happen—often behind the scenes—strengthening
their clubs, communities, and the world through steady, heartfelt service.

Award

Each recipient will receive:

« A Certificate of Recognition signed by the
District Governor

«+ A Rotary Starfish Pin

Awards will be presented at a regular club meeting,
whenever possible, by the District Governor, a member of
the Council of Governors, or the Assistant Governor.

All recipients will be:

« Featured in the District newsletter News & Notes

« Spotlighted in the 2027 District Conference
magazine

« Honored during the “Parade of Heroes” at the
District Conference (May 6-9, 2027)

Eligibility
« Current Rotarian in good standing within the district
+ Open to newer or long time members

« Officers and leaders are eligible if service goes
beyond title or position
« Self nominations are not permitted

Selection Criteria

1. Consistent Commitment & Service

The nominee demonstrates reliable, ongoing involvement in
Rotary service over time. Their impact is built on consistency
and dependability rather than visibility.

2. Unsung Leadership

This Rotarian leads through action, not applause.
Their essential contributions often go unnoticed, and
they rarely seek recognition.

3. Meaningful Impact

The nominee’s service produces real, measurable, or
deeply felt results that advance Rotary’s mission.

Examples:

+ Regular participation in projects and activities

« Willingness to step in whenever needed

 Behind the scenes support of club operations

 Long term dedication to club or community initiatives

Examples:

+ Quietly handling unglamorous but critical tasks

+ A humble, servant leader mindset

+ Being someone others rely on—even if they're not
always visible

Examples:

« Projects completed or sustained

 People or communities positively impacted
» Programs strengthened locally or globally



4. Heart of Rotary

This individual embodies Rotary values—integrity, Examples:
compassion, inclusion, and fellowship—and inspires others  * Encouraging and supporting fellow Rotarians
through their example. + Modeling kindness, respect, and ethical leadership

+ Helping build a welcoming, connected club culture

5. Difference Maker Spirit

Like the starfish story, the nominee proves that small Examples:
actions can create big change—helping one person at a + Acts of service that ripple outward
time, or many, with purpose and heart. « Personal sacrifices of time, talent, or resources

+ A quiet but powerful commitment to making a difference

Nominations are accepted from July 1, 2026 - April 15, 2027.
Complete the nomination form and submit to District Governor, Kim Spirou - dgkim@rotaryd6400.com
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This award has been created to recognize many of the
unsung heroes in our Rotary clubs. Have you experienced
a D6400 Rotarian doing outstanding work? Have

they gone above and beyond? Have they made a real
difference - in your club, in your community, in Rotary?
Are they role models for other Rotarians? This is your
opportunity to call attention to those quiet champions

in our clubs who have made a difference. Use this form
to nominate a D6400 Rotarian that you have observed
making a difference.

Who can nominate: Club members, Club Presidents,
Assistant Governors, Members of the D6400 Leadership
Team (Board, Foundation Board, Committee Chairs).

District 6400 Nomination Submission Form

The “Difference Maker” award recipients will receive

a Rotary star fish pin and a certificate of recognition.
Recipients will also be featured in the District 6400
newsletter, in the 2027 district conference magazine and
at District Conference.

Key Components to Include for a Strong Nomination:

Concrete Examples: Instead of “She is very helpful,” use
“She led a committee that raised $5,000 for the local food
bank in two weeks.”

Specific Metrics: Number of people helped, money raised,
or volunteer hours contributed.

General Information on the nominee:

Name:

E-Mail Address:

Phone:

Club:

Why should this person receive the Difference Maker Award? (max 350 words)

Continued
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Nominator Information

Name: Phone:

Email address: Nominator's Club:

Nominator’s Role: (check box)
OcClubMember OClub President O AG  ODistrict Board Member
O District Foundation Board Member O District Committee Chair

| certify the information contained in this nomination form is true, correct and complete.

Signature of Nominator: Date:

Endorsed by Club President:

Signature of Club President: Date:

Submit this nomination to: DG Kim Spirou, dgkim@rotaryd6400.com

Submissions are welcome beginning in July of 2026. Final submission deadline is April 15, 2027.
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