
 

Rotarians are People of Action.  Although our current situation with the Covid 19 global pandemic is very 

concerning and frustrating to members, our clubs continue to step up to do amazing work in their local 

communities, and across the world.  We encourage you to donate your resources to assist organizations on the front 

line. Many of the clubs and members have been active in a variety of activities— Salvation Army, food programs, 

shelter programs, staff support and PPE for hospitals, etc.  You’ll see many of these later in this newsletter. 

We are fortunate that our District Rotary Foundation Committee Chair, PDG Rick Caron, was able to secure 

$10,000 from The Rotary Foundation in District Block Grant Contingency Funds for combating COVID 19. Rick 

subsequently received another $25,000 Disaster Relief grant, the maximum amount, from The Rotary Foundation 

for assisting in eradicating COVID 19 and its economic impact in our community. Each area will receive $2,500.  

In April, the Board of Directors allocated $1,000 per club, a total of $52,000 to follow the same project guidelines. 

The $1,000 allotment is in addition to the Disaster Relief grant. Clubs may use their $1,000 to augment the Disaster 

Relief grant or for another project. Please remember the funds are from two separate and distinct sources.  The 

Board also waived the first 6 months of District dues of $22.00 per member and PETS stipend. We respectively 

request that clubs reduce their dues by $22.00. We understand the economic issues facing many households.  

I have enjoyed attending many online Zoom, Go To Meeting and WebEx meetings. I see the enthusiasm and 

camaraderie of the Rotarians. The desire to engage in safe activities is huge.  It has been interesting installing new 

members,  collecting happy bucks, etc.  I am happy to install new members into your club. 

The District had various Rotary dignitaries speaking this month. The Passport club, led by PDGs Sue and Bruce 

Goldsen had Past RI VP, Past Director and Foundation Trustee Jennifer Jones and 

Past RI President John Germ speak. Grosse Ile club President John Burgan had 

current RI President Mark Maloney as a speaker.  

I mentioned last month that even though we canceled this month’s District 

Conference, we are tentatively looking at a celebration event later this year where we 

will be recognizing the Dick Hedke award, Hugh Archer Best New Project club awards, 

and COG award. We have instituted awards for Best Communications, Best New 

Member Orientation Program, Membership award-Percentage and Net Gain and a 

Passport to Service award.  Astronaut Mike Foreman will join us during this special 

event.  

I am saddened to inform you that Jack Cobau, a 46 year member and past president of 

Grosse  Pointe succumbed to COVID 19. 

 On behalf of the  Council of Governors, Sandy and myself, that the safety of you as 

Rotarians and your family is our top priority.  

Stay connected with your members, stay home, stay safe.  
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What’s your club doing during the 

COVID-19 crisis to help your com-

munity?  Email PDG Sue Goldsen, 

sue@goldsen.com so we can add it 

to the district website and this 

newsletter! 

Click here to see more heroes! 

 Rotary in Action helping battle COVID 19! The Rotary 

Club of Plymouth donated and delivered 300 face 

shields April 17th to frontline medical staff fighting 

COVID 19 at St. Joe’s hospital in Ann Arbor. Another 

50 face shields were donated and delivered to the 

Community Opportunity Center (COC) in Livonia. COC 

provides care for people with developmental 

disabilities in group residential setting.  

 

 (Left) Monroe Rotarians sponsored a Red Cross 

Blood Drive  April 14th.  All new Red Cross protocols 

mandated donors to wait in their cars until their 

appointment times. Rotary volunteers kept "social 

separation" and communicated via walkie-talkie to the 

gymnasium in order to prevent donors congregating 

inside the building. With a total of 53 on-line donor 

appointments, the drive was able to obtain 38 pints of 

blood.  

 

 Grosse Pointe Sunrise used some of the funds from its 

annual Grosse Pointe Run to donate masks to local 

healthcare workers, purchased girl scout cookies to give 

to Ascension St. John Hospital and contributions to 

Pope Francis Center, Knights of Columbus, and Vets 

Returning Home in Roseville, among others. (Right) 

Past President Bob Duker with some of the donated 

masks. 

mailto:sue@goldsen.com
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 (Right) Adrian Morning Rotarians participated in the club’s 

first COVID-19 PPE distribution to migrant workers donated 

by local service clubs, private citizens, and 

groups located in Southeast Michigan. 

 (Left) Northville Rotarians collected 

"snacks" for the medical staff at Farmington 

Hills Beaumont Hospital where club member 

Marita Smith works. 

 (Right) April 19, Dearborn Heights 

Rotarians donated much-needed food to 

Downriver for Veterans, a Wyandotte-based 

nonprofit group that serves Dearborn Heights 

and 21 Downriver communities. Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the veterans’ charity has expanded its 

operations to include families, children, and senior citizens.  

Detroit Rotarian Steve 

Durant is featured in the 

May issue of The 

Rotarian Magazine.  Click 

here to read Steve’s 

amazing story. 

https://rotarianmagazine-us.rotary.org/rotarian/may_2020/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=1577864&fbclid=IwAR0Kn-AAzMAq6mOxx_1mPNhcNQQHvVRdnTexfqZXV5oJFYpg16fBoh9U1qc#articleId1577864
https://rotarianmagazine-us.rotary.org/rotarian/may_2020/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=1577864&fbclid=IwAR0Kn-AAzMAq6mOxx_1mPNhcNQQHvVRdnTexfqZXV5oJFYpg16fBoh9U1qc#articleId1577864


 

District Block Grant Contingency Fund 

Each year, the District applies to The Rotary Foundation (TRF) for a District Block Grant. This is the grant that funds 
the District Community Grants program. In response to COVID 19, TRF has allowed Districts to use the contingency 
funds in the District Block Grant to support our communities as they face the challenges associated with the virus. The 
District Rotary Foundation Committee approved the allocation of $1,000 per Area to fund up to four different projects 
within each area with selections being made by together by the club presidents and assistant governors. As of Monday, 
April 20, the projects have been selected and the checks are in the mail. The beneficiaries of the grants are: 

AREA 1: Food for the homeless through the Neighborhood Service Organization, Beaumont Health 
Foundation to purchase PPE. 

AREA 2: Hines Park PM Rotary Protective Mask Production, Fishes & Loaves, Dearborn Rotary Foundation, 
Community Opportunity Centers for PPE and supplies for disinfecting residences. 

AREA 3: TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH for Friday Fill-up, Huron Township Goodfellows, St Mary's Church 
John Bolde Food Depot, Salvation Army. 

AREA 4: Fish & Loaves. 

AREA 5:  Feeding hospital staff by purchasing meals supporting local restaurants. 

AREA 6: Decisions not yet finalized, but likely to be a food bank. 

AREA 7: Monroe County Salvation Army, Oaks of Righteousness soup kitchen & shelter, Monroe County 
Opportunity Program, Monroe YMCA Food Program. 

AREA 8: Lenawee Community Foundation for food programs, utility assistance, rent and mortgage 
assistance, and selters. 

AREA 9: Society of St. Vincent de Paul St. Michael’s Leamington Conference Food Bank, Harrow Food Bank, 
Food supplies for front line staff at Erie Shores Health Foundation 

AREA 10: Windsor Regional Hospital Foundation COVID-19 Assistance Fund. The Unemployed Help Centre 
of Windsor Food Bank. 

Disaster Relief Grant 

The District has received a $25,000 Disaster Relief Grant from The Rotary Foundation. Each Assistant Governors will 
again work with Club presidents in their Area to choose a single organization to receive $2,500. The organization must 
use the money to help vulnerable people affected by COVID 19. 

Ethiopian Diabetic Association Microcredit Global Grant 

The RC of Allen Park and the RC of Addis Ababa Bole are pleased to announce the approval of GG1981839 in the 
amount of US$168,951.00.  This is a microcredit grant which will also focus on disease treatment.   

The Ethiopian Diabetes Association (EDA) identified 3,195 families of type 1 diabetic children in Addis Ababa to 
participate in this project.  These families were found to be unable to provide even one decent meal a day for their 
generally oversized families.  Because of their low income, these families regularly need to choose between purchasing 
insulin for their diabetic children or buying food for the rest of the family.  Type 1 diabetic children usually die within a 
year or two after diagnosis.  For those who live longer (a) most do not go to school, (b) they end up with severe medical 
complications and (c) very few live beyond the age of 10. 

This project intends to create a revolving microcredit fund that will be available to the “poorest of the poor” families of 
children with type 1 diabetes for income generating activities.  The additional income will complement the existing 
incomes of the poor parents and enable them (a) to feed their children better in order to cope with their diabetes, (b) to 
purchase insulin/medications and (3) to care for their education.  The selected families have identified the following 
areas of income generation: (1) poultry fattening, (2) shoat (sheep/goat) fattening, (3) keeping milking cows and 
selling part of the milk, (4) running restaurants/food stalls and (5) supermarket/retail operations. 

The loans will be administered by microfinance institutions (MFI) through competitive screening.  Loan amounts will 
be a maximum of US$500.00 per borrower for repayment on quarterly terms over 8-12 months.  The goal of this grant 
is to have borrowers graduate to self sufficiency having paid their microloans and saved enough income to run same 
size or larger businesses on their own while building enough income to provide a better supply of food, medications for 
their type 1 diabetic children and amenities to their entire family. 

For more information, contact PDG Donna Schmidt at rotarydrdonna@gmail.com 

mailto:rotarydrdonna@gmail.com


 

Deadline for the following awards is also May 3, 2020. All of these award submissions 
may be either given to appropriate individual in person or scanned and emailed to the 
addresses provided below.  For details on all district awards, click here. 
1. Best Communications. Please submit 2-4 samples of social media highlighting 

information about Club, District, Rotary International, and Rotary Foundation 
activities. Please highlight the social media you use. Forward with a cover note to 
Aruna Koushik, aruna.koushik@wrh.on.ca  

2. Best New Member Orientation Program. Provide a one sheet explaining your 
clubs New Member Orientation program to Aruna Koushik, 
aruna.koushik@wrh.on.ca 

3. Membership Award- Percentage and Net Gain. This award will be given on the 
basis of information recorded at RI by comparing the July 1, 2019 membership 
with the April 1, 2020 membership. Two awards will be given if the club with the 
net gain is different than the club with greatest percentage increase. This 
information is obtained by Governor and Membership Chair (via Rotary 
International). 

Due to COVID-19, several award deadlines have changed. The Hugh Archer Award application 

deadline for best new individual or collaborative club project is now May 17.  That is also the 

deadline for submissions for the Dick Hedke Award, presented to the club demonstrating strength 

in the many areas of Rotary service.  Please note that this year’s Hedke is different from past 

years. Questions that required a subjective response have been eliminated. In their place are 

several questions at the end of the survey to which your club can submit a “free form” response. 

Please make sure you read those questions carefully and prepare your answers as directed. 

Failure to upload that document could result in a significant loss of points and penalize your club’s 

score.  You can leave your work and return to the survey as long as you do so from the same 

computer which you initially used to access the submission form. Do NOT sign in from a different 

computer! 

Click here for the online Survey Monkey Hedke application.   

You may review the questions and essay questions and work on them off line before submitting 

them on the survey monkey by downloading this work sheet.  More information on all of the 

awards is available HERE. 

The Council of Governor’s (COG) award is the premier award of District 6400 and it is designed to 

recognize individuals for their exemplary past and continuing service to the District and to their 

Club.  Just as the cog represents an integral working part of the Rotary logo wheel, the individual 

represents a vital moving part of the Rotary Wheel of Service.  The COG Award is designed to 

recognize an individual, currently active, for outstanding service in one or more of the five avenues 

of service including continued service to the individual’s club. Please consider nominating one of 

your club members for this award. Along with the member’s name, please highlight their 

contributions to the club and to the District.  Please email DG John Chambers with your 

nominations by the new deadline of May 3rd 2020, john@detroitamrotary.org.  A list of past 

COG Award recipients is available HERE. 

http://rotary6400.org/?page_id=502
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RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) is critical to the overall Rotary goal of Service above self. Developing 
and mentoring young students to challenge themselves, develop networks, learn leadership skills, taking them 
out of their comfort Zone and Giving back to set them on the right track for a brighter and more complete 
future. 

Without the development of the young in our society, Rotary would forever be an incomplete picture. 

Here are some testimonials from past RYLA attendees: 

“RYLA was able to give me new leadership skills and being the head 

coach gave me an opportunity to learn new and different leadership skills 

that I can use in my professional life.” 

 Kyle B. Waligora, Interact and RYLA Head Coach 

“RYLA gives high schoolers like I was, a chance to expand their comfort 

zones and learn practical skills to use in any leadership setting. I know 

that the tools I learned at have given me confidence to be a leader 

everywhere in my life, and for that I am very thankful.” 

 Maddy Campbell, Interact and RYLA Graduate 

“I had the amazing opportunity to attend RYLA for the first time in 2018 

and once again in 2019 as a Coach. Both experiences taught me how to 

improve my leadership and networking skills. To this day I am still in touch 

with many of the friends I met. RYLA is where the next leaders can meet, 

learn, and grow together. I would like to thank Rotary for offering this 

remarkable experience for the youth in their communities.” 

 Enya Nguyen, Interact President and RYLA Graduate and 
Coach 

And this from Kevin Cox, Grosse Pointe South High School 
Interact Club faculty advisor: 

“For Interact members, RYLA offers a great way for high school students of all ages to make friends, build leadership skills, and place 

"service above self." Adult leaders provide our Interact club with advice and ideas, but all volunteer projects are ultimately student-

designed, and our weekly club meetings are student-led. Throughout the year, we provide several on-site service sessions, volunteer 

events in the metro area, as well as international projects and fundraisers. Grosse Pointe Rotary graciously sponsors the club, including 

scholarships for student leaders and several leadership and team-building seminars, such as RYLA and the World Affairs Seminar.” 

Rotary Youth Exchange allows every community involve to truly get a real look at the world. Our inbound 

students  (who are hosted by a club) bring a culture and experiences from their country and plant them into our 

communities. They assist in our projects, become part of their host families and provide a contact to another 

Rotary club in another country.  

Our outbound students break stereotypes of Americans and Canadians, gain an experience that makes them more 

independent, confident and provides them with a new language and culture. It is a spark that ignites new ideas and 

dreams for when they return. 

Although this year has presented a 

challenge to all of our students, they have 

adapted and gained experiences that with 

make them better citizens of our 

world....and hopefully our future 

Rotarians.  Please consider becoming a 

host club or sponsoring an outbound 

student. 

 



 

Anybody who knows me knows that I have a passion for our youth. I have a vision for seeing more young leaders and helping 
them develop their skills.  In my opinion, Youth Exchange programs broaden the views of people and begin to create peace and 
kindness between different cultures and ‘worlds’.  

I was first introduced to the concept of international exchange when I was 12 years old and an international exchange program 
came to my junior high to speak about the wonderful opportunities of being an exchange student.  I immediately went home 
and informed my parents of this awesome opportunity and how I needed to go to another country to study “this 
summer”.  Although they were intrigued by the opportunity they did not think it was a good idea for me to go abroad at such a 
young age. Instead, they agreed to host two students from Spain that summer.  The opportunity that it opened for our family 
was tremendous!! My parents quickly found out that Rotary offered an exchange program, and they got involved with RYE and 
continued to host students from all over the world.  I am blessed to have nearly 30 exchange brothers and sisters all over the 
world. 

I finally became a Rotary Youth Exchange Student after high school, and it was the best year of my life!  There is not one 
reason, but so many that made my year as an exchange student amazing!  I learned a new language, I traveled through a new 
country, tried new things, I grew, I realized the importance of family, but also the importance of learning who I was, and being 
true to myself.  It wasn’t a perfect year, there were some downs, but there would have been ‘downs’ if I had stayed home and not 
gone on that remarkable journey!  

For over 30 years I have been fortunate to be a part of so many Youth Exchange stories.  The Rotary Youth Exchange Program 
is a part of who I am, and has evolved into my family.  My husband and I have known each other for most of our lives, and he 
has worked with me on countless Inbound and Outbound activities.  One of the things that we agreed on was that we would 
host students in our home when the time came.  To date, we have hosted three students and look forward to many more in the 
years to come.  

Our first exchange student was from Japan, and it is her story that I would like to share with you.  Having been a host sister and 
an outbound exchange student, I felt like we had a bit of an advantage in what to expect.  When we see Inbound or Outbound 
students I always remind them that going on exchange for a year is not typically like a Hollywood movie; everything will not be 
perfect.  There will be ups and there will be downs, it’s how you choose to deal with the situations that make the exchange 
successful.  

We were so excited when we received Sae’s application, we immediately pored over it to see what we could do to make her stay 
with us more comfortable.  We found that she was an accomplished musician, having many years playing the euphonium.  I 
immediately contacted our school’s band director to see what we would need to do to get her involved in the music programs in 
our high school.  He took her information, contacted her, and set up a skype audition to see how he could fit her into the 
programs.  She was so excited to know that she wouldn’t have to leave her music behind and that we would be able to 
accommodate her with an instrument and everything she would need. 

Like most inbound students to the USA, Sae arrived in August.  We didn’t give her time to be sad or homesick because we 
quickly shipped her off to band camp so she could begin practicing with the Marching Band.  It was one of the best things that 
we could have done for her because she quickly got involved and made friends with an amazing group of kids that had similar 
interests. 

Marching Band season only lasts through October, so she needed something new to do.  At the urging of some of her band 
friends, she decided to audition for the fall musical.  She didn’t get a major role, but she was in the chorus and had an amazing 
time participating and making more friends and memories.   

She lived the dream of an exchange student, participated in activities, made lots of friends, and had a wonderful time.  Of 
course, like most students who come to the USA, she was excited to participate in activities that they see in American movies—
walking at graduation in cap and gown and going to prom.  Sae was blessed to participate in both of these events.  In fact, Sae 
was even crowned Prom Queen!! Sae’s exchange year was amazing!  She experienced so many things, traveled, tried new foods, 
made a ton of friends, and had a wonderful time.  There were some trying moments, but looking back on things they are hard to 
remember.  

Today, Sae is studying in a Global Humanitarian program.  She has studied a year in London, and is currently back in 
Japan.  She is an amazing young lady, and we are blessed to call her our daughter.  

It is a love for humanity that compels us to play our part in this organization. Rotary and its programs for young leaders have 

helped me to become the person that I am.  Many young leaders are seeking to find their passion and define their purpose in 

life. To me, Rotary’s young leader programs recognize the importance of empowering young people through professional 

development opportunities in Interact, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA), Rotaract, and Rotary Youth Exchange. These 

programs are a platform for developing skills and giving back to our community. Young leaders who unite together can do great 

and impactful projects. Rotarians have a great opportunity to inspire our youth to take action, and to Make a Difference… I 

have been blessed through my many years of being involved with our organization to see first-hand what Rotary can do, and I 

look forward to watching this wonderful organization continue to make a positive impact on humanity. 



 

(Right) Latonya Garth, 2nd 

from the left on the top row, was 

virtually inducted into the 

Rotary Club of Detroit during its 

April 15th online Zoom meeting! 

 

Interact Clubs are comprised of youth in Grades 7-12.  Interact Clubs are sponsored by a local Rotary Club and 

operate under two formats : 1) School based clubs 2) Community based clubs. The level of involvement each Rotary 

club has with the Interact club they sponsor varies significantly from one club to another.  

Interact Clubs are a vital component to Rotary as an organization, to the communities they serve and most 

importantly to the youth involved.  Rotary is always looking for ways to increase membership and gain support in 

executing and spreading the word about the local and international work by its clubs.  

Interact Clubs can achieve all these things.  When you plant the seeds of Rotary in young people, they gain 

knowledge about Rotary as an organization and the chance of their 

involvement as adults greatly improves. 

Young people bring an energy and enthusiasm to projects that is 

contagious.  Given the opportunity and tools, young people have 

the ability to complete hands-on work, get others involved and use 

tools like social media to promote events.  

The local and international community benefit from Interact 

because its members become champions for the causes and projects 

they are working on.  Involvement in Interact helps bring social 

causes and community needs to the forefront for students involved 

and those around them.  

For young people, being involved in Interact provides a great 

number of opportunities.  First and foremost, they build their 

leadership skills.  Many students who are attracted to Interact already have the foundational characteristics of 

leaders and demonstrate these skills at the school level, but Interact allows them to showcase their skills beyond the 

school.  Interact can be the entry point to becoming community leaders.  It is a chance for them to brainstorm, plan, 

organize and execute projects with a larger scope and reach. 

Interact also allows young people access to a network of professionals and organizations they may otherwise not 

have access to.  This built in system of mentorship has shown to be beneficial for academic personal and 

professional development.  

Finally, Interactors because of their involvement in this organization get unique opportunities like access to 

leadership conferences, scholarships and exchanges.  

Interact is a very crucial part of the Rotary organization.  It should not be underestimated or undervalued because 

the benefits it provides to the organization, the community and the youth involved are numerous. 



 

If you are feeling disconnected and want to meet with fellow Rotarians, many clubs are having 
public online meetings. CLICK HERE for upcoming District 6400 Zoom Meetings. Be sure 
to download the Zoom app (click on each link for the app) on your iPhone or iPad, computer 
or Android device.  If your club wants to meet PRIVATELY, please let Sue know and she will 
not add the meeting to the ongoing list. 

If your club wants to use the district account 
to set up its own Zoom online meeting, email 
Sue Goldsen at sue@goldsen.com. If your club 
wants to set up its own account, Zoom can be 
downloaded HERE, or from your mobile 
phone’s app store. A tutorial available at https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/
articles/201362613-How-Do-I-Host-A-Video-Meeting.  This link will also give you 
instructions on how to run a Zoom meeting.  Discounts on Zoom Pro accounts for clubs are 
available through Rotary Global Rewards—just CLICK HERE. 

The District 6400 Passport Club is meeting online via Zoom every Saturday morning at 
9:00 AM at THIS LINK.  In recent weeks, guest speakers have included Past Rotary 
International President (and current Rotary Foundation Trustee) John Germ, Zones 28 & 32 
Director-Elect Valarie Wafer and Foundation Trustee Jennifer Jones.  The May 2nd meeting 
of the Passport Club will feature special guest speakers, Past District Governors Jeremy Hurst 
from the Cayman Islands and Kathryn Fahy from Iowa discussing the HANWASH initiative in 
Haiti, as well as what HANWASH does to promote hygiene throughout the world.  Meetings 
are open to all current Rotarians and not-yet Rotarians! 

We ask Rotarians to help us identify applicants 

for Rotary Peace Fellowships.  Each year Rotary 

awards up to 50 fellowships for master’s degrees 

and 80 for Professional development 

certificates.  The Rotary Peace Fellowship is 

designed for leaders with work experience in 

peace and development. Accepted candidates 

study peace and development issues in 15-24 

months’ programs at one of our peace centers (England, Thailand, Japan, Australia, Sweden, 

Uganda, and USA).                  

More information on the Peace Fellowships program can be found at: 

https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/peace-fellowships 

Applications must be submitted at https://my.rotary.org/en/peace-fellowship-application by  

May 31, 2020. For assistance with the application process and endorsement contact current 

District Peace Fellowship Chair Maher Mualla at mmualla@adrian.edu. 

http://rotary6400.org/?p=7920
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://zoom.us/client/latest/ZoomInstaller.exe
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings
mailto:sue@goldsen.com
https://zoom.us/download
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362613-How-Do-I-Host-A-Video-Meeting-
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362613-How-Do-I-Host-A-Video-Meeting-
https://my.rotary.org/en/member-center/rotary-global-rewards/offers#/offers/featured
https://zoom.us/j/486063822
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/peace-fellowships
https://my.rotary.org/en/peace-fellowship-application
mailto:mmualla@adrian.edu?subject=Rotary%20Peace%20Fellowship


 

Detroit Rotary Club President Russ 

honored Wayne State University 

Rotaract Past President and District 

6400 Rotaract Representative 

Devankar Mukhi for his outstanding 

two and a half years of community 

service and leadership of the WSU 

Rotaract Club. Through Devankar's 

efforts, a dormant WSU Rotaract 

Club has been re-activated The club 

now has 25 members who regularly 

perform meaningful community 

service projects, socialize and 

support each other. Devankar has 

worked on the state level to advance Rotaract. With well-earned support from our club and 

District 6400, Devankar has attended several District 6400 District Conferences and the 2019 

Rotary International Convention in Hamburg, Germany. This past 

January, Devankar was one of 60 Rotaractors worldwide selected 

to attend the 2020 International Assembly in San Diego. (Left) 

This month, he’s featured in The Rotarian magazine story about 

Rotaract on page 46.  For these and other accomplishments, the 

club awarded Devankar a Paul Harris Fellowship and a $2,000 

scholarship to help him complete his undergraduate studies at 

Wayne State University.  (Above) Devankar Mukhi poses with Past 

Detroit Rotary President Cynthia Hills, WSU Rotaract Advisor 

Fred Pearson and longtime Rotarian Bob Allison.  Sadly, on March 

25, Allison passed away. Bob will be remembered as a broadcast 

legend in Detroit. He hosted the radio show "Ask Your neighbor" 

from 1962 until just a few weeks ago. He also hosted "Bowling for 

Dollars" in the 1970's. Bob will best be remembered by members of the Detroit Rotary Club as 

the pianist who good humoredly entertained the Club and evened out their singing for many 

decades.  

Because of government-mandated self-

isolation and quarantine due to COVID

-19 in both Michigan and Ontario, 

Rotary Club meetings in person have 

been canceled until further notice. An 

ongoing list of club and district event cancelations and changes is available at THIS LINK.  

Rotary International and the world are dealing with this situation in real time. Please visit 

the rotary.org COVID-19 response page for ongoing updates.  

http://rotary6400.org/?p=7873
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/18cCUCQIkL9cPFLs2IQF5Mczacx


 

This Facebook Live event will be simulcast 

on the Rotary International Facebook page. 

The goal is to raise more than $1 million 

dollars. 

 

Rotary’s 1.2 million members across the 

globe have taken swift action to respond to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. More than $3.4 

million in Rotary Disaster Response Grants 

have already been put into action on the 

frontlines to battle COVID-19. 

Donate as an individual or as a club at 

http://on.rotary.org/drf 

Grosse Ile Rotary hosted Rotary International President 

Mark Maloney during their April 23rd meeting.  Maloney 

participated in the meeting from his Alabama home. 

PETS will now be online via ZOOM, and will take place in two sessions: 

Saturday, May 16 from 9:30 – 11:30 A.M. and Sunday, May 17 from 1:30 – 3:30 P.M. 

All Presidents-Elect and Assistant Governors will receive an email with the meeting links. No 

registration is required. 

In place of the District Assembly, we are arranging online sessions for Membership, Public 

Relations, Secretary Training, Treasurer Training, Rotary Grants, DACdb, Youth 

Exchange and Foundation Giving and Recognitions. The dates and time are yet to be 

decided and will be emailed to all Club Officers and Assistant Governors once they are set. 

All of these training events will be recorded and will be made available to District Rotarians. 

https://www.facebook.com/rotary/
http://on.rotary.org/drf?fbclid=IwAR0fhFwX51AJW2VaX8600Vg7Y-zQLvp1V2OzszrPg9i-gwWM9J-_1qSEKtM
facebook.com/rotary
https://zoom.us/j/932780176

