
From District Governor Paul Sincock… 
 May is a busy month in the Rotary World.  First off: we hope that you are one of our participants in the Super 

District 6400 District Conference at Caesars Windsor.  We will have a jam-packed schedule, starting with the optional Pre-

Party event, which will showcase a couple of major Rotary projects as well as some products from Windsor-Essex.  Our 

program begins on Friday evening, May 10th with the parade of flags and our current Club Presidents.  We have incredible 

keynote speakers who all have appeared on national and international stages.  Our clubs will be featured with some of the 

projects that have helped to create change in the world.  New this year is our House of Friendship and our included 

entertainment each night in the hospitality area, complete with games and live music.  We will also have a conference 

magazine for the first time.  Copies of the magazine will also be sent to every club in our District.  It contains a wealth of 

information not only on the conference, but also highlights several of our clubs in action during the year.  If you are not 

attending District Conference this year, be sure to check out the Official Conference Magazine when it arrives at your local 

club.    

 This is the month we should be recognizing Rotary’s Youth Services, including my favorite—Rotary Youth Exchange.  

Perhaps this is the month that you take a Youth Exchange student to dinner.  Maybe this is the month you help your club find 

a host family for your inbound Youth Exchange student.  This is also the time that your club 

should be promoting Rotary Youth Exchange and looking for potential Outbound students for 

the 2020 – 2021 Rotary Year.  Applications will be available soon.  There is no cost for a club to 

sponsor an Outbound student.   Now is also the time for clubs to make commitments for the 

2020 – 21 School Year to host an exchange student.  Youth Exchange is one of the most 

wonderful programs in Rotary.  Be sure to talk with some of our Super District 6400 exchange 

students at the District Conference.   

 Rotary International President Barry Rassin has placed a special emphasis on doubling 

the number of Rotaract clubs around the world.  I am very pleased to indicate that our Rotary 

clubs have are working to step up to President Barry’s challenge.  Recently I have signed 

Rotaract Certification Forms for three new Rotaract clubs in our District, including the W-E 

Rotaract, E-Global Rotaract and most recently the Siena Heights University Rotaract.   They 

join our District’s active Rotaract clubs the Windsor 1918 Community Based Club and the 

Wayne State University Rotaract.  Clubs and Rotaractors are also working on a new Downriver 

Rotaract club on the U.S. side of our District.  As a result, we have more than doubled our active 

Rotaract clubs.  Doubling the number of Rotaract clubs in our District inspired our clubs to 

action and it was a dream that our clubs pursued and accomplished. 

 Speaking of Rotaract, we also want to congratulate Devankar Mukhi on being voted in as the District Rotaract 

Representative at the recent District Assembly.  Devankar and his team will be leading the District’s Rotaractors during the 

upcoming year.  Rotaractors are possible future Rotarians and Rotary clubs should make sure that they include Rotaract 

Clubs in their activities, as you can always use an extra hand on service projects.   

 Remember to celebrate your club’s youth programs this month as well as celebrate Rotary and Be the Inspiration as 

we Pursue the Dream here in Super District 6400.  
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(Above left) Enjoying an evening dating back to the Roaring 20’s during Windsor-Walkerville’s Speakeasy 

fundraiser April 13th. (Above right) DG Paul and Traci pose outside the Walkerville Eatery in their era-

appropriate garb!  (Below) Livonia Rotarians, along with Franklin HS Interact, held its annual Easter Egg Hunt 

April 20th in Livonia Rotary Park. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/309476966436742/


(Above) Dedicated Amherstburg Rotary volunteers raised 

money for Easter Seals Ontario at the annual Martin Breshamer 

Memorial Pasta Dinner April 17th.  The Rotarians have been 

holding this fundraising event for more than three decades.  (Above) Trenton Rotarians welcome their 

newest member, (2nd from left) 

Congresswoman Debbie Dingell (Left) 

District Governor Paul was on the road 

April 14th at the joint meeting of all of the 

Windsor Area Rotary Clubs. He had the 

pleasure of accepting a contribution from 

the Hospitality Program students from St. 

Clair College of over $5,800 from a fund 

raising event put on by the students. Funds 

will be used to assist the upcoming Rotary 

VTT group, led by Plymouth AM Rotarian 

Jeanne Knopf-DeRoche, traveling to Ghana 

in early May.  

(Above) Congratulations to Livonia 

Rotary for their recognition from 

MParks for their Community Service 

Award.  

http://www.tourdeville.org/


My Fellow Rotarians, 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce my resignation as the president-nominee of Rotary International. While it was my 

dream to serve as your president, my health prevents me from giving my absolute best to you and the office of the president at 

this time. I believe Rotary deserves nothing less than that from those elected to represent this great organization of ours.  

I have made this difficult decision after much soul searching and conferring with my family. This is not only a disappointment 

for us, but I am also keenly aware that this will be a disappointment for many Rotarians in India who were so proud to see 

someone from our country again named as president. I know that this is what is best for Rotary International. 

I have been a Rotarian for more than 40 years and it has given me everything I could ask for. I can think of no higher honor 

than to have been selected by the Nominating Committee as president of Rotary for the 2020-21 Rotary year. I will continue to 

proudly serve as a Rotary member and pursue some major initiatives that I wanted to accomplish during my year as president, 

because I know that we are poised to achieve more great things in the future. 

I wish nothing but the best to the candidate who succeeds me as president and thank you all for the support and encourage-

ment you have shown me in the past year. 

-Sushil Gupta 

Following the announced resignation of president-nominee Sushil Gupta due to health reasons, the 2018-19 Nominating 

Committee for President will convene electronically to select a new president-nominee. The goal is to conclude the selection 

process no later than Friday, 10 May 2019. 

If no challenges to the nomination are received by 31 May 2019, RI President Barry Rassin will declare the selection of the 

Nominating Committee to be the new president-nominee. 

When the new president-nominee is selected, an announcement will be posted to Rotary.org. 



The Event Planning students at St. Clair College and 

sponsors hosted “An Evening for Education,” 

benefitting Rotary Club District 6400’s initiatives in 

Upper West (Jirapa), Ghana on April 7th. Over $5700 

was raised, far surpassing the original $2000 goal. 

Funds will be used to purchase learning kits for the 

education of children in Jirapa, Ghana. These kits will 

contain basic materials, school supplies, teaching 

resources, and more. 

Guest speaker and Windsor (1918) club member Dr. 

Godfrey Bacheyie (center) brought home the 

importance of this initiative as he spoke about 

education in Jirapa. "Education is not a natural process 

in all parts of the world, like it is here....we take formal 

education for granted here". 60 years ago, he was one of 

only 5 children from his village selected by the village 

Chief to attend school. People thought it was a waste of 

human resources to go to school, instead of helping out with farming tasks. It's difficult to change the mindset of 

people, but change has been steady, especially with Dr. Godfrey as an inspiration and mentor. To date, Windsor 

(1918) has built four schools and the Rotary Club of Plymouth AM has built one. Through the efforts of Rotary Clubs 

and individuals, more than 20 teachers have now been trained, with six more in teachers college. Thanks to 

Windsor (1918), Windsor-Roseland, Plymouth AM and individuals, boreholes at schools have been installed, 

providing clean water for children to drink and wash their hands. 

Dr. Bacheyie asked people to really take a look at the pictures that were being shown on the screen. "If you look 

carefully, the tables have no books. No teaching aids".  This fundraising initiative will help teachers by providing 

pens, pencils, rulers, chalk, books and everything teachers need to teach their classes. Nine people from the 

Vocational Training Team will be travelling to Jirapa in May to do teacher training and distribute the supplies.  

Detroit Rotarians, Wayne State University Rotaract 

President Devankar Muhki and several other WSU 

Rotaractors provided hours of greatly appreciated 

work at the Rotary Native Garden for a spring garden 

clean-up under the direction of avid gardener 

Rotarian Mebby Pearson (above).  

http://artintheparkwindsor.com/


From District 6400 Rotary Youth 

Exchange Chair Chuck Parsons- 

This year we were told to "Be the 

Inspiration". There is nothing more 

inspiring than to see a group of students 

leave their comfort zone and travel to a 

new country  to learn a new culture and 

gain a lifetime of experiences in a year. 

Students between the ages of 16 and 18 1/2 leave/arrive every year in August on their exchange and attend 

school, gain a new family and friends, assist in local Rotary projects and become a part of a community. They 

leave a lasting impression about their culture on everyone they meet and bring understanding of ours to 

another country. They are truly global Ambassadors. 

If you know a student who will be interested in becoming an exchange student in the 2020/21 schòol year 

encourage them to get more information from the District website or talk to the District exchange committee. 

If your club is interested in hosting, fill in a club commitment form and experience the youth and true 

inspiration that a student will bring to your club. 

Council on Legislation: Elevate Rotaract 

The 2019 Council on Legislation passed enactment 19-72 to 
acknowledge Rotaract clubs in the RI Constitution and Bylaws and ele-
vate them as an important member of the Rotary family. Rotaract clubs 
will continue to have their own standard constitution but will have greater 
support from RI. Our organization will benefit from this change because it 
broadens the definition of membership in RI to include Rotaract clubs. 
We will be able to learn more about Rotaractors and improve the support 
and resources we offer to help Rotaract grow. As Rotaractors become 
our partners in service, we’ll also be able to better track their impact as 
well as amplify our reach in communities around the world. 

 
 

LEARN MORE ABOUT  
ENACTMENT 19-72  

Recent Board decisions 

The RI Board of Directors made two important decisions to provide greater leadership opportunities for 

Rotaractors at their April meeting: 

Rotaract clubs can co-sponsor 

The Rotary Code of Policies was amended to allow a 

Rotaract club to co-sponsor an Interact club with one or 

more Rotary club sponsors. Rotaract clubs will be 

encouraged to co-sponsor Interact clubs to build 

relationships with Interactors, encourage our young 

leaders to join Rotaract, and to put their leadership skills 

into action as mentors. 

Rotaractors can serve in district 
chair roles! 

The Rotary Code of Policies was amended to allow the 

district governor to appoint Rotaract members in good 

standing in the district to serve in any district committee 

role. This change provides new opportunities for 

Rotaractors to create connections at the district level, 

develop leadership skills, and share their skills and 

expertise in new ways. 

http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1qJ4JtlHS15o4LD6KI7D97TsCA
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1qJ4KbeuFL8czppiRdoX06EdC9
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1qJ4KbeuFL8czppiRdoX06EdC9


 

 Saturday, May 4:  

Windsor (1918) Legacy Tree 
Planting, Meet at John R. Park 
Homestead Conservation Area, 
915 Essex County Rd 50, Essex 
ON, 10:00am 

Westland Rotary Club Comedy 
Fundraiser starring David Dyer, 
Bova VFW Westland, 8:00pm 

 Sunday, May 5: 

Hines Park PM Rotary’s 
Casino de Mayo bus trip to 
Firekeepers Casino, $50.00 per 
person, email 
jennifersiemiesz @gmail.com to 
sign up, bus departs 10:00am  

LaSalle-Centennial Rotary’s 
“Big Hats & High Tea Social,” 
Essex Golf & Country Club, 2-
4:30pm 

 May 10-12—District 6400 Conference at 
Caesars Windsor, click here for more 

 Friday, May 17—Southgate Rotary’s 
2nd annual Comedy Night to benefit 
Victory Gym, Hero’s Hall in 
Brownstown MI, 6:30pm 

 Saturday, May 18: 

Monroe Rotary’s 3rd annual 
Ed Harwood Memorial Golf 
Classic, Monroe Golf & 
Country Club, shotgun start at 
9:00am 

Woodhaven Brownstown 
Rotary Chevy Silverado Raffle, 
click here for tickets, drawing 
at Michael Bates Chevrolet 

 Monday, May 20—32nd Annual 
Plymouth Rotary Golf Outing, Fox Hills 
Golf & Banquet Center, 10:00am 

 Friday, May 31—Windsor-Roseland 
Rotary’s 35th annual Lobsterfest, St. 
Clair Centre for the Arts, 6:00pm 

 Saturday & Sunday, June 1 & 2—
Windsor (1918)’s “Art in the Park, 
Willistead Park 

Order yours now—email chaslin1@comcast.net 

Three of the five new Blissfield Rotarians are shown above after be-

ing inducted by DG Paul.  Welcome April Wolfe, Heather Marks, and 

Diane Knoblauch, with Blissfield Rotary president Jakob Norment  

Every three years, representatives from Rotary districts around the 

world meet in Chicago, Illinois, USA, to consider changes to the consti-

tutional documents that govern Rotary International. This year’s Coun-

cil considered more than 100 proposals.  Thanks to District 6400 PDG 

Neil McBeth for serving as our district’s representative again this year. 

Representatives authorized the Board to pursue changing RI’s charita-

ble status to a section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization under the U.S. 

Internal Revenue Code. It is presently a 501(c)(4). A task force has been 

studying the possible change for 18 months and says it will offer bene-

fits that include tax reductions and vendor discounts that will reduce 

expenses. the Council approved a modest increase of $1 a year for each 

of three years, beginning in 2020-21. The previous Council set dues for 

2019-20 at $34 per half year.  

With the increase, the dues that clubs pay to RI per member will in-

crease to $34.50 per half year in 2020-21, $35 per half year in 2021-22, 

and $35.50 per half year in 2022-23. The dues will not be raised again 

until a future Council votes to change it.  

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/rotary-legacy-forest-planting-tickets-54540372723
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/rotary-legacy-forest-planting-tickets-54540372723
https://www.facebook.com/events/309476966436742/
https://www.facebook.com/events/309476966436742/
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https://squareup.com/store/rotary-club-of-lasalle-centennial
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http://rotary6400.org/?page_id=3251
http://rotary6400.org/?page_id=3251
https://www.facebook.com/events/413176062840280/
https://www.facebook.com/events/413176062840280/
https://www.facebook.com/events/413176062840280/
https://www.edharwoodmemorialclassic.com/
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https://www.chevyraffle.org/
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https://www.eventregisterpro.com/event/plymouthrotarygolfouting
https://www.eventregisterpro.com/event/plymouthrotarygolfouting
https://windsor.snapd.com/events/view/1239750
https://windsor.snapd.com/events/view/1239750
https://www.artintheparkwindsor.com/






Belleville Rotarians helped moved furniture and build shelves at Trinity Episcopal Church for additional 

storage as part of the club’s Friday Fill Up program co-sponsored with Van Buren Public Schools and with 

other community organizations.  

The District 6400 Vision Facilitation team, 

including DG Paul & Traci, PDG Rick Ca-

ron and AG Valerie Murphy-Goodrich, 

worked with the Livonia A.M. Rotarians to 

help them create their five-year vision 

Philip from Acorn Glassworks gives Plymouth 

AM Rotarians a demonstration at the Plym-

outh Arts & Rec Complex (PARC) during their 

April 16th meeting. 



Detroit Rotarians volunteered several hours at 

Detroit's Arts & Scraps, a non-profit organization 

that helps recycle 28 tons of donated material 

from local businesses, into creative kits of 

learning and discovery for 275,000 children in 

the city of Detroit and other areas around the 

country.  

(Right) Nearly 200 District 6400 

Rotarians joined DGE John 

Chambers and DG Paul Sincock at 

District Assembly, April 6th at 

Schoolcraft College’s VisTaTech 

Center in Livonia, Michigan.  

Dean of Assistant Governors 

Paula Talbot was the keynote 

speaker. District Assembly is an 

annual event designed to prepare 

club leaders for the next Rotary 

year. 

https://www.edharwoodmemorialclassic.com/


The Dearborn Heights Rotary Annual Surf & Turf 

Dinner Auction had a Mardi Gras theme this year.  

(Left) Dave and Larissa Zielinski with helpers 

Linda Curry and Bonnie Roy. (Above) Rotarians 

Krissy Laslo, Patrick  Koenig and friends enjoy a 

great evening of fun! 

mailto:joycereedy@hotmail.com?subject=Golf%20outing
https://windsor.snapd.com/events/view/1239750


https://www.chevyraffle.org/
https://squareup.com/store/rotary-club-of-lasalle-centennial


Welcome to Super District 6400’s newest club… 

Kingsville Southshore.  (Top right) DG Paul 

presents the charter to President Stacey Jones. 


