
From District Governor Paul Sincock… 

When I look at all of the positive events and activities our clubs organized and collaborated on 

for World Polio Day, it reminds me of why we are known as SUPER DISTRICT 6400.  In Area 

8, Blissfield hosted a multi-club event that raised over $2,000.  Monroe held a community 

fundraising buffet and Livonia hosted a spaghetti dinner.  Northville offered Shots for Polio at 

a local bar. Area 10 clubs organized Pizza for Polio, and Windsor 1918 added Pig Out for Polio 

while Windsor Roseland placed an awareness-raising banner over Ouellette Avenue and 

offered a dining event at Mezzo’s.  Detroit sponsored Bowling to Knock Down Polio. All of 

these events contributed greatly to District 6400’s efforts to End Polio Now. 

The Membership and Foundation Dinner will be held on Wednesday, November 7 from 5:30 

to 8 p.m. at the Plymouth Cultural Center, 525 Farmer St.  Join us as we 

celebrate the accomplishments of our members, clubs and District 

6400 as we induct new members, recognize new Paul Harris Fellows 

and present the Rotary Club Foundation awards.  The keynote speaker 

will be Past District Governor/Rotary Foundation Cadre Wade Nomura 

who will share “Three Gifts of Rotary”.  Please register on DACdb or by 

email to rotarydrdonna@gmail.com.  Tickets, payable at the door only, 

are $35 USD and $40 CDN. 

District Governor nominations are due to me on or before December 1, 

2018. Clubs may nominate a candidate for consideration of the District 

Nominating Committee to hold the positions of District Governor 

Nominee in 2019-20, District Governor Elect in 2020-2021 and District 

Governor in 2021-2022.  All nominations must be submitted by email 

to me at psincock@plymouthmi.gov on the form that can be found here. 

Finally, don’t forget to sign up for District Conference that will be held at Caesars Windsor 

May  10-12.  Register today to insure you get a prime room at the hotel.  All conference 

information, including registration instructions, can be found here. 
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“News & Notes” -  

 DG Paul’s Official 

Visits recap, page 3 

 Little Free Library 

founder passes, page 4 

 Tribute to deceased 

Rotarians, page 6 

 Ghana VTT 

application, page 7 

 Rotary Foundation 

month, page 10 

Pursue the dream! 
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This notice is given in accordance with District 

6400 Bylaw 5.4 and serves to advise the 

presidents of all clubs in District 6400 that their 

club may nominate a candidate for 

consideration of the District Nominating 

Committee to hold the positions of District 

Governor Nominee in 2019-2020, District 

Governor Elect in 2020-2021 and District 

Governor in 2021-2022.  All nominations must 

be submitted to District Governor Paul Sincock 

(psincock@ci.plymouth.mi.us) on or before 

December 1, 2018, on the fully executed form 

available at this link.  District Governor Paul 

will forward the completed nomination forms to 

the Chair of the District Nominating committee 

on or before December 7, 2018.  The District 

Nominating Committee consists of the five 

immediate Past District Governors who are 

active members of clubs in the District and is 

chaired by the senior member of this group in 

terms of the number of years since he or she has 

served as District Governor.  The District 

Nominating Committee shall meet on or before 

January 7, 2019 to consider the proposed 

candidates and make their selection. 

The Carleton Rotary Club and 

the Cow Town Robotics team at 

Airport High School meet to 

assemble and locate a CNC 

Router for use in building 

future competitive robots by the 

robotics club.  

(Right) Essex 

Rotarians 

welcome their 

Rotary Youth 

Exchange 

student, Tea 

from Croatia, just 

arrived at Detroit 

Metro Airport. 
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Little Free Library founder Todd Bol died October 18th at age 62, just weeks after he was 

diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  Bol was the keynote speaker during Past District 

Governor Liz Smith’s 2015 district conference.  (Above left) a photo of Todd and Liz 

during a day of library set-up in metro Detroit. (Above right) Canton Rotarians used a 

Rotary Foundation district grant to acquire and install a bench next to the club’s “Little 

Free Library” in Flodin Park. 

(Above) WSU Rotaractors sharing the gift of Rotary with guests at WSU 

Symposium - "Detroit: Past, Present and Future."  From left to 

right: Devankar Mukhi, Joshua Alexander, Wade Burson and Larsa Halaq  



Plymouth 11/2/2018 12:05 p.m. Plymouth Cultural Center 

Plymouth AM 11/6/2018 7:00 a.m. PARC  (door 16) 

Garden City 11/8/2018 12:15 p.m. Garden City Hospital 

Detroit AM 11/9/2018 7:00 a.m. Fourteen East Café in Park Sheldon Hotel 

Flat Rock 11/14/2018 12:15 p.m. Admin Building 

Gibraltar-Rockwood 11/14/2018 7:30 a.m. Gibraltar Grill 

Grosse Pointe Sunrise 11/20/2018 7:05 a.m. The Hill Seafood and Chop House 

DG Paul inducted 4 new members 

during his October official visit to 

Windsor-Walkerville.  Pictured with 

their sponsors are Kathleen and 

Hannah Hart, Katie Dehetre and 

Adam Thompson.  

(Left) Grosse Pointe Rotarian Judy Masserang 

gets a hug from one of the recipients of a blanket 

provided through the club’s signature project, 

“Operation Warm.”  This year, the club’s work 

was recognized in a full-page story in the local 

Grosse Pointe News paper; to read the story, 

click here. 

http://www.rotary6400.org
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 Thursday, November 1— 

LaSalle-Centennial Rotary Trivia Challenge, 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall, dinner 6pm 

Safari Soiree presented by Essex Rotary, 
Mezzo Ristorante & Lounge in Windsor, 6pm 

 Saturday, November 3— 

9th annual Rotary “Feed the World Day”, 
Wayne County Community College, Ted Scott 
Campus, 6:30-10:30am 

Southgate Rotary “Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree,” Ray Hunter’s Florist & 
Garden Shop, 6-9pm 

 Wednesday, November 7—District 6400 Foundation & 
Membership Dinner, Plymouth Cultural Center, 5:30pm 

 November 15-17—RYLA, VisTaTech Center at 
Schoolcraft College.  Click here for details and 
application form 

 Wednesday, November 21—Windsor (1918) Young 
Rotary Leaders’ “Pitch It or Pitch In” event, Phog 
Lounge in Windsor, 6pm 

 Wednesday, November 28—Wyandotte Rotary 
Christmas Dinner/Auction, The Bentley in Wyandotte, 
6pm 

From Dan Levy, Ross’ son 

and past president of Cottam 

Rotary: “Thank you 

everyone for the outpouring love and support that you've 

shown my family and I over this difficult time in our lives. 

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, comments and 

condolences. My dad was a great man who had a positive 

impact on so many people. He left a tremendous legacy 

and will not be forgotten. We will continue his work in 

Rotary and the Legion and keep his memory alive. There 

is much to do so we better get started. That's what Dad 

would have wanted.”  Ross passed away 

October 10th. 

(Left) Longtime Huron Township Rotarian 

and community volunteer Steve Chont died 

October 28th(Right) Past 2005-06 Dearborn 

club president Omar Guevara passed away 

October 22, 2018 at the age of 82.  Dr. 

Guevara was a member of Bradenton 

(Florida) Rotary at the time of his death. 
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By District 6400 Rotary Foundation Committee 

Chair Donna Schmidt: 

Rotary District 6400 is so appreciative and thankful to its 

members for what they do for our District and The Rotary 

Foundation.  We are proud to report that District 6400 

received four awards from The Rotary Foundation at the 

recent Zone 28-29 Institute in Erie, Pennsylvania.  These 

awards were for Foundation accomplishments during the 

2017-2018 Rotary year. 

1st Annual Giving Fund - $340,850 

1st Annual Fund Per Capita - $209.62 

3rd Total Annual Giving Fund - $593,726 

20% District Designated Funds for Polio - $28,123 

We were also very pleased to receive a letter from the Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees stating that the 

District 6400 grants program was 100% in compliance with reporting requirements as of the October 2018 

world reporting analysis.  We thank everyone who worked on grants at the Club and District level this past 

year for your continued effort.  We recognize the hard work involved to maintain this level of compliance and 

deeply appreciate the good work that all of you are doing. 

This year we received a District block grant in the amount of $83,955 and awarded a total of 31 community 

and collaborative grants.  Examples of projects included the development of a leadership Academy for Girls, 

purchasing a washer/dryer plus bedding for 50 homeless people, teaching students how to grow their own 

food and eat healthier, constructing a solar powered school bus shelter and restoring a school for the blind 

and providing 20 braille devices.  

We currently have two global scholars who are working on graduate degrees.  Andrea Bechard (RC of 

Windsor 1918) is studying at the Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals in Spain pursuing a masters 

degree in International Relations.  Madison Vorva (RC of Plymouth) is studying at Cambridge University in 

England working on a masters degree in Environmental Policy.  Each global scholar was awarded a $30,000 

grant by District 6400. We are pleased to announce that Gaia Klotz has been selected as a Peace Fellow for 

2019.  Gaia will be studying at the University of Bradford in the United Kingdom. 

Dr. Nick Krayacich (RC of LaSalle Centennial) led a second 

Vocational Training Team to Ethiopia in August to conduct a 

training program for teachers that emphasized proper 

handwashing techniques.  During this trip, the Howey Family 

Health Center was also dedicated (at left).  The new medical 

facility which is located in Debre Berhan, Ethiopia will serve a 

minimum of 30,000 villagers per year and opened their doors 

to the community on September 3rd.  

We are currently the primary partner in a total of fourteen (14) 

global grants.  The projects associated with these grants are 

located in India, England, Spain, Ethiopia, Italy, Canada and the United States.  These projects are focusing 

on e-learning literacy in schools, microfinance, maternal and child health, water and sanitation, economic 

development, pediatric heart surgery and global scholars.  The global grants for these 14 projects total 

$1,097,957. 

Congratulations to all the Rotarians and Rotary clubs that are actively participating in local and global 

community service projects.  Through the Rotary Foundation and your hard work, we are truly “pursuing our 

dreams” and “inspiring others to do good” throughout the world. 



The Young Rotary Leaders of 
the Rotary Club of Windsor-
Roseland hosted a debate 
October 17th, featuring four 
of the five candidates 
running in Ward 1.  The 
sponsorship, which was 
covered by CBC News 
Windsor, demonstrated both 
civic engagement and 
Rotarians in action!  

Dear 2017-18 Governor Rick Caron: 

President Ian Riseley wanted Rotarians to look towards the environ-

ment so he created “The Rotary International President's Tree 

Planting Challenge 2017-18!”  Rotarians around the world enthusi-

astically took President Riseley's tree planting challenge to heart, 

placing service above self by serving the environment and planting 

many millions of trees.  Healthy trees are the foundation for a 

healthy environment and a healthy environment will create a 

healthy community.  

 

The Environmental Sustainability Rotarian Action Group (ESRAG) 

would like to recognize your district for its contribution to President 

Riseley's 1.2 Million Tree Planting Challenge.  We are enclosing with 

this note a Certificate of Appreciation commemorating your dis-

trict's participation in President Riseley's tree planting chal-

lenge.   ESRAG's hope is that President Riseley’s Tree Planting Chal-

lenge will serve as the starting point for Rotarians around the world 

to work to improve the environment using the premise of environ-

mental sustainability.  

 

Thank you again for supporting President Ian Riseley's tree planting 

Initiative and the environment. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Peter Moralée  

Chair, ESRAG 
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Carleton Rotarians had their first join meeting 

with the Airport High School Interact Club in 

the school library Tuesday, October 16, 2018.  

Interact president Lizzy Belinky chaired the 

meeting assisted by Rotarians Ashley 

McFadden and John Krimmel. Rotarian 

Krimmel noted that the Interact Club is the 

largest service club in the school.  Rotarian 

McFadden explained the details of all the 

projects as President Belinky introduced them 

and took questions.  

Update from Rotary Peace 

Fellow Laurie Smolenski, 

from Grosse Pointe:  I’m 

currently the Development and 

Outreach Officer at the Institute 

for Economics and Peace (IEP), a 

global think tank that uses data to 

better understand and 

communicate the drivers of peace. 

There is a great story here – 

Rotary and IEP formalized a 

partnership in 2017, the goal of which is to bring IEP’s peace 

research and tools to 1.2 million Rotarian peacemakers 

around the world. I directly support this work, including 

speaking at Rotary events to promote the partnership and 

encourage Rotarians to take advantage of the resources that 

are being made available through our collaboration. I am also 

responsible for managing relationships with foundation and 

institutional supporters, disseminating IEP’s research 

through diverse public channels, and advancing IEP’s 

educational programming. 

Going back further, I had first learned 

about IEP from a presentation at the 2016 

Rotary Peace Fellow Seminar at the 

University of Queensland (UQ), and had 

actively followed the Institute since. (I’d 

taken some intro stats courses at UQ and 

was very interested in marrying quantitative methods with my 

interests in peace and related social issues, so this research is 

squarely within my wheelhouse.) 

Shortly after I returned to New York (where I live) from 

Australia, the position that I now have opened; the timing and 

the functions of this role were perfect. It’s been a very 

meaningful “full circle” evolution, and I’m incredibly grateful 

for Rotary’s role this process – I believe it was my training as 

a Peace Fellow, my exposure to the Institute through that 

Rotary seminar, and my longtime relationship with Rotary 

that positioned me for the job.  

The Tecumseh Rotary Club partnered with 
ReLeaf Michigan and the city of Tecumseh to 
plant 13 trees at Hotrum Park in Tecumseh. 
The club donated the park to the city several 
years ago. This was the most significant 
change made to the park in several years.  

Livonia AM’s youngest member, 

Grant Sobczak is an enterprising 

entrepreneur and small 

business advocate who has 

owned and operated a business 

since the young age of fourteen. 

He is CEO of Modern Mind Technology, a 

technology conglomerate that provides digital 

marketing and consulting services to small 

and midsized businesses and operates 

eCommerce stores. Grant is also Churchill 

H.S.’s Interact President, and produced a “Ted 

Talk, which you can download here. 

https://youtu.be/03Koct2jVwQ


(Above left) Windsor-Roseland 
Rotarians pose below their End Polio 
Now banner on Ouellette St. in 
downtown Windsor (Above Right) 
Livonia & Livonia AM Rotarians held a 
spaghetti dinner (Right) In conjunction 
with the 2 for 1 match from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, Huron 
Township, Romulus, and Dearborn 
Rotarians raised over $4,000 in a joint 
fund raiser for Polio eradication on 
World Polio Day.   

(Above left) Northville Rotarians raised 
money with “Shots for Polio.” (Above 
right) Polio volunteers extraordinaire 
Aruna & Shiva Koushik were guest 
speakers at a Plymouth Rotary October 
meeting and the club spontaneously 
raised over $1,400 for polio eradication 
efforts. (Left) Essex Rotarians and stu-
dents from Essex District H.S. teamed 
up for “Pizza for Polio.” 



Rotary International President-Elect Mark Maloney announced in 

October the election of new Rotary Foundation trustees for 2019-2023, 

including Past R.I. President Ian Riseley and Super District 6400’s Past 

R.I. Vice-President Jennifer Jones (pictured at right during a World Polio 

Day event last month in Melbourne, Australia.  Congratulations Jennifer! 

After 30 years of bold action, historic achievements, and sometimes 
discouraging setbacks, Rotary and its partners in the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative (GPEI) have nearly brought polio to an end.  

This groundbreaking public-private partnership and its innovative 
strategies were celebrated Wednesday, October 24th,  during Rotary’s 6th annual World Polio Day event, in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at the College of Physicians of Philadelphia.  Several District 6400 clubs 
held “livestream viewing parties”! 

Hundreds of people attended in person, including representatives of all five GPEI partners, and thousands 
more worldwide watched it live online. Cable news journalists Ashleigh Banfield, host of HLN’s “Crime and 
Justice,” and Alex Witt, host of “MSNBC’s “Weekends Live With Alex Witt,” moderated the event.  

Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair Ron Burton began the program by noting that Philadelphia is where Rotary 
announced, at its international convention in 1988, that it doubled its fundraising goal of $120 million and 
raised $247 million. 

The moment showed Rotary’s strength as an organization capable of tackling the challenge of ending the 
disease globally and spearheading one of the most ambitious public health initiatives in history, the GPEI. 
The other partners of the GPEI are the World Health Organization, UNICEF, U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and the  Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
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Guest speaker PDG Wade Nomura 

from Carpinteria, California 

http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77407890&R=0.05514172948867224


(Top left) Detroit Rotary's first annual Knock Down Polio bowling fundraiser was a blast!  President Brian Pearcy and 

the Belleville Rotary Club walked away with the Knock Down Polio trophy and bragging rights until next year (Above 

Left) DG Paul capped off a full day of official visits and World Polio Day events at Windsor (1918)’s annual “Pig Out for 

Polio” BBQ October 24th. (Above Right) Area 7 Clubs Monroe, Dundee, Flat Rock, and Carleton gathered at Monroe 

Community College for the "livestream" event. State of Michigan Tribute for POLIO ERADICATION was presented by 

Michigan State Senator Dale Zorn. Penny Oglesby was the featured speaker who participated on an NID (National 

Immunization Day) Polio Trip to Nigeria.   

(Below left) Dearborn president Bob Gleichauf presents David Anderson, a Dearborn real estate appraiser, with his 
Rotarian of the Year 2018 plaque (Below right) Harrow Rotary Club presented its Fright Night, held at the old 
Schoolhouse in Colchester, Ontario, on October 19th and 20th. 


