
From District Governor Paul 
We just completed an incredible year under District Governor Rick's leadership.  We planted trees, completed projects, 
collaborated on projects, started new projects, hosted Youth Exchange Students, participated in World Polio Day and 
more.  In short, we were busy "Making a Difference" and "Boldly Going" in the Rotary world.   Thank you to Governor 
Rick and his leadership team for all you have done to continue the tradition of excellence in Rotary Super District 6400.  

Now, as we enter the new Rotary year our International President Barry Rassin has chosen the theme and has asked us 
to Be the Inspiration.   He also set three main goals for the new year: Supporting and strengthening clubs; more focus 
and an increase in humanitarian service; and enhancing our public image and awareness.  Rotary International 
President Barry has asked us to be inspired and to awaken the power of Rotary.   He has said that in order to do that we 
have to change, as Rotary is not sustainable into the future if we keep doing the same thing year after year.  We have 
been encouraged and directed to experiment and to try new things, change it up, use what works and change again what 
doesn't.    

Over the past several years our District has provided service with a smile, we've worn sturdy shoes as we stepped into 
service, and we have done good things in our local and global communities.  In addition, we have followed our hearts 
into service as we boldly go into the new Rotary year.   Now, it is OUR time to Pursue the Dream.   As Walt Disney said, 
"All our dreams CAN come true, IF we have the courage to pursue them."   Pursue the 
Dream is our District Theme for the new Rotary year and just this week at the Rotary 
International Convention in Toronto, RI President Barry told the 25,000+ Rotarians in 
attendance that we have to, ‘Be the Inspiration, dream big and make our Rotary dreams 
bigger."   

Rotarians have had big dreams related to the eradication of polio; that is a dream, but that's 
a dream that can come true because Rotary has the courage to pursue that dream.   We have 
asked all of our clubs to participate in some way on World Polio Day, October 24, 2018 and 
try new things to raise polio awareness.  The resource center at www.endpolio.org has all 
kinds of social and traditional media information to assist clubs as they plan for their World 
Polio Day events.   Clubs are also encouraged to register their events on the endpolio.org 
web site.   

Our District has big dreams as well.   We dream of a universal playground, a hospice room, 
a Victory Gym, and a Centennial Plaza to name just a few.  It is so exciting to participate in 
the induction of officers for the new Rotary year and hear the dreams of our club presidents 
and leaders as they enter their new year of Rotary service.   During June, I was honored to 
participate in nine different Rotary officer inductions and events throughout the District.  
My July calendar includes at least 15 different Rotary events already, including the start of 
some of my Official Club Visits.    I really enjoy participating with the clubs and I get so 
energized by hearing about all of the work that they are doing in their local and global 
communities. 

District 6400 and Rotary International are putting special focus on youth in the new Rotary year. This includes Interact, 
Rotaract and my favorite -- Youth Exchange.  Many of you may know that my wife and I have hosted several exchange 
students over the years and we can say that the Youth Exchange program is life changing, not only for the students, but 
for everyone involved in the program. We have asked clubs to promote both sides of the Youth Exchange program:  
Inbound - students coming to our District, and outbound - students going out to another country.   Applications will 
soon be available for students who will want to go outbound in August of 2019.  Yes, that is over a year away, but it takes 
that long for the entire process of applications, club and district interviews, training, visa processing and much, much 
more.  
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Hines Park PM Rotarians and friends cleaned up 
the Rouge River Gateway Trail.  The club 
adopted the trail and will soon have a sign 
acknowledging its work.  

The Southgate Rotary Club held their 26th annu-
al fishing derby for special children and other 
children at Michigan Memorial Cemetery. After 
catching many fish of various sizes the club gave 
a luncheon for about 20 children and several spe-
cial education teachers. There were volunteers 
from a local American House adult care facility as 
well as Southgate Rotarians.  

Essex Rotary Humanitarian mission team seeks volunteers to 

build schools, drill wells, provide backpacks, mosquito nets, 

polio vaccines and medicines and work in health clinics and 

dental clinics in the Central region of Ghana. 

The team departs mid-January and returns at the end of 

January. It is a great opportunity to work on international 

projects and make a difference in the lives of countless 

villagers. 

Cost of the trip is approximately $2,500 Canadian. For more 

information contact Kim Spirou, Team Leader at 519-551-3747. 

Belleville Rotarians planted over 1,000 begonias the weekend of June 9th 

around the gazebo in Victory Park.  Over the past few weeks, club 

members also cleaned up the western boat launch on Belleville Lake, 

planted trees around the Van Buren Township water tower, and awarded 

scholarships to 7 very  deserving Belleville High grads. 



Rotarians in (above left) Westland and Plymouth handed out their annual scholarships during June meetings.  

Plymouth students included those from Canton, Salem, Plymouth and Starkweather High Schools.   

Livonia Rotarians and community 

members worked together the weekend 

of May 30th to build their $450,000 

Playscape for the physically challenged 

in Rotary Club of Livonia Park.   

http://rotary6400.org/?page_id=3251


DG Rick installed new member Marlette Anquetil at a 
recent meeting of the Canton Rotary Club. Her 
sponsor is Bill Tesen. Marlette's charitable interests 
include Coats for Kids.  

Huron Township Rotary sponsored its 4th Blood Drive 

June 8th. 16 donors registered, 4 donors were deferred 

and 11 units were collected! 

District Governor 

Rick surprised 

Adrian (Noon) club 

past president Chuck 

Chase when he 

stopped by a June 

meeting to 

personally present 

Chuck with his 

“COG” award. 

Wyandotte Rotary was well represented at the 57th Annual 
Honors Convocation at Roosevelt High School. Club 
President Bob Curtis presented the Wyandotte Rotary 
Study of Natural Resources Scholarship to Matthew 
Greene. 
Matthew will attend Schoolcraft College and major in 
Natural Resources. He graduated with a GPA of 3.54 and 
was a member of the hockey and rowing teams. Several 
Rotary members were also on hand representing the 
Wyandotte Public Schools Scholarship Foundation.  
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Trenton Rotary’s Roar On The River July 20-22 

July 6 & 7—9th Annual 
Amherstburg Ribfest, 
Centennial Park 

July 20—Fish Fry & 
BBQ night to benefit 
Clean Water in Ghana 
initiative, Lakewood 
Park, 13451 Riverside 
Dr E at Manning Rd, 
Windsor, 4-8pm 

July 20-22—Trenton 
Rotary “Roar on the 
River,” Elizabeth Park 

July 28— “Skydive for 
Polio,” Napoleon (MI) 
Airport, 10:00am 

The Livonia Rotary Club's Annual Golf Outing was held June 

25th at Whispering Willows Golf Course.  Nine golfers battled 

for the coveted 1st Place trophy only to be won by the Dick 

McDowell/George Friess team.  Spouses and other 

Rotarians joined in for dinner and drinks at the Tin Cup 

Restaurant.  
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Now, is the time for clubs to promote the Youth Exchange Program to students who may want to 

take a "gap year" between high school and university or even while still in high school.   District 

Youth Exchange Chairman Chuck Parsons and his committee are ready to answer questions that 

you may have about Youth Exchange or even do a presentation at your club about the program.  

This is a key Rotary program to promote peace and understanding on a worldwide basis.  Some 

clubs may have an opportunity to collaborate on the recruitment of students and host families, 

which may be something to consider.  Again, Chuck Parsons and his team can help your club 

become involved.   Chuck is also looking for more clubs to commit to accepting a Youth Exchange 

Student for the 2019 - 20 school year.  We need to have those commitments now in order to allow 

our partner Districts across the world know how many available clubs we have for potential 

Exchange Students.   Email the committee at youthexchange6400@gmail.com for assistance and 

questions.  

The District Governor Golf Outing is coming up in September and we have made some changes to 

that event.  For the first time in several years, the event will be held in Canada.  Also, the event will 

be held on Sunday, September 16, 2018 in an effort to allow more people to participate in this event 

without missing work.  Our goal is to have 100% of the clubs participate in the golf and/or the 

dinner only at this event.  You can RSVP or have your questions answered by emailing 

rotary6400@gmail.com.  We'll see you in September! 

We have also made changes to our District Conference for 2019.  At the request of many Rotarians, 

we have changed the format and location.   For the first time in nearly 40 years, the District 

Conference will be in the District.   Also at the request of the membership, we have created a 

DisCon experience that has engaging speakers that will deliver a program that you can use in both 

Rotary and business.  The event will also feature a shorter schedule which includes a Friday night, 

all day and night on Saturday, and Sunday morning.   Our event will be held at the beautiful 

Caesars Windsor overlooking the gorgeous Detroit skyline on May 10 - 12, 2019.  For more 

information go to the District web site at www.rotary6400.org or check out our Facebook page by 

searching Rotary District 6400 - Conference 2019.   

It is going to be a busy year as our members and clubs Be the Inspiration and 

lead our clubs to Pursue the Dream as we move our clubs and organization in 

a positive direction for sustainability for the future. 

Our District by-laws state that we have to begin the process of selecting a 

District Governor for the year 2021 -22.   As such, I am hereby notifying all of 

the presidents and clubs that they may propose a candidate for consideration 

by the District Nominating Committee for election as District Governor for the 2021-22 Rotary 

year.   All proposals for District Governor must be submitted on or before December 1, 2018 and 

will be transmitted directly to the Nominating Committee.  Details will be distributed to the clubs 

and included in next month’s newsletter. 

It is going to be a busy year as our members and clubs Be the Inspiration and lead our clubs to 

Pursue the Dream as we move our clubs and organization in a positive direction for sustainability 

for the future.  

Pursue the dream! 
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