
Live Long & ProsperA  

From District Governor Rick Caronē 

We often refer to ourselves as Super District 6400.  Our newer members might wonder how we have 

the audacity to make this claim. This past weekend provided some of the justification. Just as clubs 

are organized into districts, districts are organized into zones. We are one of 16 districts in Zone 29.   

And Zone 29 is paired with Zone 28, which has 12 districts.  Last weekend was the Zone 28-29 

Institute in Chicago.  This is a training event for our future district leaders, followed by a ñconferenceò 

where we listened to incredible speakers and learned more about Rotary International.  It also 

features an award presentation and this is where PDG Sueôs efforts, and the efforts of the team she 

established, were recognized.  Amongst the 16 districts in Zone 29 we (1) achieved the highest 

growth percentage of female members, (2) had the highest membership retention rate, (3) had the 

second highest net gain in new members, and (4) had the second highest growth percentage in 

members.  We even won an award for having the largest group at the Institute!  We then saw PDG Liz 

receive a Regional Award for a Polio Free World, and we were recognized for (1) highest per capita 

giving to the Annual Fund, (2) highest total giving to the Annual Fund, and (3) for giving 20% of our 

District Designated Funds (DDF) to the End Polio Campaign. We were also recognized with several 

awards for Rotary Foundation giving. We are a Super District in a Super Zone!  Zone 29 was number 1 in the world in Polio Giving; 

and Zones 28 and 29 together raised a total, including matches, of $23,506,311 for PolioPlus. 

On November 9, 2017 we will have our first Membership and Foundation Dinner.  What a great way to celebrate, together, the 

membership and foundation awards we earned in Chicago!  What a great way to share, with all the new members inducted since July 

1, 2017 and all the members to be inducted that night, stories of the power of Rotary and the power of District 6400.  And, what a way 

to celebrate with clubs, as they receive their foundation awards and give out new Paul Harris Fellowships (PHF) recognize new PHF 

levels.  Please register immediately on DACdb (use this link) or email Jim Karolyi (use this link).  This Rotary casual event is all about 

celebration and fellowship.  (The cost is $30USD or $35 CDN to provide a plated meal.  It is at the Caboto Club in Windsor with 

registration starting at 5:30 PM, and dinner and program starting at 6 PM, wrapping up by 8:30 PM.)   

Rotary is a Humanitarian organization dedicated to service above self, and to helping the vulnerable.  By now, you know that I am 

vulnerable because of my dread of airplanes and extreme discomfort in small spaces.  Its nice to be part of an organization that cares 

so much about my vulnerabilities that it comes together to force me to deal with my fears.  I heard from Polio Day Chair Aruna 

Koushik that Rotary, Rotaract, and Interact together have produced the 40 purple pinkie club photos to force me to Skydive for Polio 

next spring.  It seems that if an organization is provided with the proper motivation anything can happen!  So, thank you, all of you!  

No, Iôm not being ironic.  I really mean thank you for embracing the PolioPlus Challenge to increase the number of awareness 

activities in our District.  But, we are not done yet.  Time to start planning for next year!!  Letôs get DGE Paul to Jump for Polio!!   

I am so delighted with the response you have given to the ñPlant a Tree Challengeò.  In addition to the District tree planting event on 

the CSX berm in Southwest Detroit, there were many club events that saw trees planted across Michigan and Ontario.  Many thanks 

to you and to my Tree Committee of Noel Jackson and Tom Goebel.  The web counter shows 126 trees planted; and, by earth day on 

April 22, 2018, we will surely surpass the target of 1,600.   

I am looking forward to November as I will boldly go to visit your clubs, attend your events, and learn about the 

success of your local and international projects.  Keep up the good work of Rotary, show the world that we are 

People of Action, and make a Difference!  (But, do it in a Bold way!)  
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Wayne Rotarians show off their purple 

pinkies for polio 

These Adrian Rotarians all made donations 

for polio eradication 

Windsor-Roseland Rotarians pose under the banner 

they arranged across Ouelette Avenue downtown 
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