
Live Long & ProsperA 

From District Governor Rick Caron… 

“To join the leadership group, of a group of leaders.”  That was my answer when asked why I wanted to be 

District Governor, to which I added, “and being District Governor will provide me with the opportunity to 

develop and enhance my leadership skills”.  In hindsight, I understand that while this was a good answer, 

leadership development is only part of what is to be gained during the DG journey.  And it is not the most 

important part. 

During the year, I will visit 50 clubs. During these club visits I will learn about 50 communities, their strengths 

and their vulnerabilities; and I will learn how Rotarians give help where help is needed.  I think I already knew 

this, but an experience I had in August really brought it home as I witnessed the power of Rotary to Make a 

Difference.  On August 15, I joined the Rotary Club of Fairlane Sunrise and the Hines Park PM Rotary Club 

for a service project at Vista Maria in Dearborn.  We prepared a meal of corn on the cob and hot dogs for the 

young women residents on the campus.  We also provided colourful backpacks and allowed each girl to pick 

supplies that included socks, pyjamas, pencils, etc., to fill their new backpacks.  I had a great time cooking the 

corn on the BBQ (I think I was given this job because they thought it fit my sense of humour!) and was 

enjoying the fellowship and service.  Then Jim Perri took my cooking gloves away from me and told me to go 

watch the girls receive and fill their backpacks.  I experienced a strong emotional response as I saw the joy 

these girls felt getting something new, getting something of their own, and being treated with respect, dignity 

and friendship.  It is this kind of meaningful experience that changes people from being a member of a Rotary Club to being a Rotarian.  Thank 

you to Presidents Vickie and Carrie for allowing me to share this wonderful experience with you.  I hope all D6400 Rotarians will have at least 

one such experience this year, and I hope the Passport to Service program will help make that happen.  And please invite me and your 

Assistant Governors to your events so that we can share Rotary experiences with you. 

The Passport to Service Program is one way to help you build your Rotary network; a strong Rotary network is a powerful tool in helping you to 

“Boldly Go!”  Another way is to join a Rotary Action Group (RAG).  You might be interested in WASRAG, the Water and Sanitation Rotary Action 

Group.  There is also a RAG for Microfinance, and one for Peace.  For a complete list of RAGs, visit the page at this link and join one today.  

Please let your club president know if you do, as you will become a resource for others. 

Our next big District event is “One Rotary Summit – The Musical” on September 13. You won’t want to miss this unique, and may I say, bold, 

presentation about membership, public relations, and the Rotary Foundation.  Please register on DACdb, or, send a message to Linda Morrow 

giving her your name.  If you are the club secretary, maybe you can give Linda the names of all those intending to attend from your club.   

Speaking of clubs, bring your golf clubs to Walnut Creek Country Club on October 2 and help us raise money to support international projects.  

Either register on DACdb or send a message to DGN John Chambers.  

At the 2017 Rotary International Convention in Atlanta, Tim and Penny Joy learned about “Days For Girls,” an organization that provides kits for 

girls so they can continue to attend school during their cycle. Penny was so motivated that she has organized an official, and now certified, Days 

for Girls team in Plymouth!  And young women in Tanzania may be the first beneficiaries when my daughter Julie visits in January. 

Penny’s experience is one of many reasons why Rotarians should attend the International Convention in Toronto.  Join D6400 in Toronto by 

reserving your seat on the D6400 train from Windsor (contact Dean Paula Talbot) and booking your room at the D6400 hotel (contact Christine 

Young).  This must be done by the end of September. 

On the day after Labour Day, I begin my official visits and look forward to meeting with you at your meetings; I hope you will be one of the 640 

people to register for the 2018 District 6400 Conference, our celebration of Making a Difference in a Bold way. 

That was the Governor’s log for D6400 date September 1, 2017. 
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DG Rick visited the Rotary Club of 

Detroit August 20th for “Sunday 

Afternoon with Bob,” featuring a piano 

performance by longtime Detroit media 

personality and club member Bob 

Allison! 

Another new member installation in 

Super District 6400! 

Wayne Rotary President John Rhaesa 

(Black shirt), welcomes The Wayne 

Rotary Club newest members Lenny 

Powell, Kenneth Deryke and Brendan 

Kennedy.  

(Above) On Saturday, August 19th, Plymouth Rotarians welcomed 

new German Exchange Student Konrad at Detroit Metro Airport. 

(Below) Konrad was then on hand to welcome Gustav from 

Denmark being hosted by the Hines Park PM Rotary Club.  

http://www.riconvention.org/en


Upcoming Club Event for the calendar?  Pictures of your recent fundraiser or club project?  

Send pictures and a brief description of your past and future club happenings to 

news@rotary6400.org and sue@goldsen.com… anytime for inclusion on the Super 

District 6400 website, and by the 20th of the month for next month’s “News & Notes”! 

A remembrance from Past District Governor Bill Chase (1989-90): 

Carl Riegal and I had been friends since 1987 when he was first 

selected to be Governor of D6400 and I was selected to be his 

successor. Ever since then, both a Rotary and a personal bond 

has been solidly maintained. When our terms as DG were 

completed, we continued to meet at least once a month for dinner 

and a chat. Carl's wife, Bev, was with us too. Carl and Bev had 

an unwavering union. They loved each other very much. 

Carl's life was ROTARY. He was a role model to us all. He taught 

us the word "dedication". He truly had an impact on those of us 

who knew him. I'm sorry I was not able to get back to MI to attend 

his funeral service but I know he knew that I was there in spirit. 

Rest In Peace, Carl, you certainly deserve it. Thanks for the great 

times and indelible memories. 

 

More than 775 million people over the age of 15 are 

illiterate. That’s 17 percent of the world’s adult population.  

Our goal is to strengthen the capacity of communities to 

support basic education and literacy, reduce gender disparity in 

education, and increase adult literacy. Rotarians support 

education for all children and literacy for children and adults.  

How Rotary makes help happen 

We take action to empower 

educators to inspire learning at 

all ages. Rotary does this 

through  Rotary Scholarships, 

Teacher training and Adult 

Literacy  

Our impact on education 

The Rotary Foundation 

supports education through 

scholarships, donations, and 

service projects around the 

world, including the recent District 6400 Vocational Training 

Team visit to Debreberhan Ethiopia. The team helped dedicate 

the new High School, sponsored by the Rotary Club of LaSalle 

Centennial, gave out soccer balls and uniforms, clothing for 

girls, and dedicated a new playground at the grade school 

funded by students at 

Sandwich West Secondary 

School, as well as hand 

washing techniques for 

children by team member 

Gloria Milburn. 

Governor Rick has challenged District 6400 Rotarians to 

pitch in toward Rotary Int’l President Ian Riseley’s 1.2 

million tree planting challenge.  Click on the logo above 

to submit your club's tree planting project details.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/treeplanting


Canton 

Dearborn Heights 

D.G. Rick got to golf two days in a row last month, 

(above) with Wyandotte Rotary president Bob 

Curtis during the club’s August 8th golf outing to 

raise money for their community projects and 

(below) with Dearborn Rotarians during their 

annual Hugh Archer Memorial Golf Outing August 

7th. 

DG Rick and Dearborn Heights Rotarian Lynne Killion supported 

the Rotary Club of Hines Park PM Luau Saturday, August 19th 
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 Saturday, September 9—Plymouth Fall Festival Spaghetti 
Dinner, behind E.G. Nicks’ in downtown Plymouth, 4-8pm 

 Sunday, September 10: 

 LaSalle Centennial Golf Tournament, Ambassador 
Golf Club, 11:30am 

 Plymouth Rotary annual Chicken BBQ, downtown 
Plymouth, 11am ‘til sold out 

 Tuesday, September 13—One Rotary Summit: The 
Musical, VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft College in 
Livonia, Michigan, 5pm 

 Saturday, September 16: 

 Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Run, 8:30am 

 Lenawee Bike Tour, 9am 

 Dearborn Heights 5k Run, 9:30am 

 Children’s Fest, sponsored by Windsor (1918) 
Rotary, 10am 

 Sunday, September 17—Cottam Horse Show & Fall 
Festival, Ridgeview Park, 12-6pm 

 Sunday, September 24: 

 Tour de Ile, sponsored by Grosse Ile Rotary, 9am 

 Wine Not Yoga, sponsored by Windsor (1918) 
Young Leaders, Viewpoint Estates in Harrow, 10am
-1pm 

 Monday, September 25—Livonia Rotary’s Steak & Lobster 
Dinner, 6-9pm 

 Thursday, September 28—Lincoln Park Rotary’s annual 
Sports Hall of Fame Banquet, 5-8pm 

11 Rotary Clubs with numerous volunteers, over 225 Motown Chapter HOG 

members with motorcycles and 11 local Downriver restaurants (including Trenton 

Past President Laurie Dixon from Savannah’s) joined together at Biker Bob’s Harley 

Davidson in Taylor on Saturday, August 

12 to raise funds for 2 severely wounded 

soldiers. 

The final tally was $30,000.00 which 

exceeded the organizers ‘dream goal’. It 

was a day filled with patriotism, 

volunteerism and unbelievable kindness 

and generosity.  U.S. Representative 

Debbie Dingell was also in attendance.  

Congrats to all the committee, Rotary 

Clubs, restaurants and volunteers for their 

efforts on this hugely successful event.  

Chris Topel Passes—PDG Jim Ives gave us the sad news that past District 6400 and Rotary Club of Dearborn 

Christine “Chris” Topel passed away on August 18, 2017 at the age of 68. She was married to past honorary 

Dearborn Rotary member Darrell. They had two children, April and Nicole and was a Grandmother to 3 children. 

Leslie Allen Kopka, age 65, of 

Manchester died Thursday, Aug. 10, 

2017, at the University of Michigan 

Hospital. He was born Dec. 4, 1951, in 

Tecumseh, the son of Elmen Leslie 

and Jean Marie (Trinkle) Kopka. Les 

married Linda Janeway on Nov. 7, 1981, at their home 

in Manchester, and she survives. 

Les started his career at Whelan's John Deere 

Dealership and worked there for 40 years. He then 

worked at O'Hara Chrysler in Clinton and later at Golling 

Chrysler in Chelsea, where he truly enjoyed working 

and felt at home. He was a member of the United 

Church of Christ in Clinton. Les was an active member 

of the Clinton Rotary for over 20 years and was Rotarian 

of the Year.  
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Trenton Rotary brought a big group to the convention—and joined fellow Rotarians at the 

district dinner! 

http://rotarylenaweebiketour.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/265231360645583/
http://plymouthfallfestival.com/spaghetti-dinner/
https://www.facebook.com/LincolnParkRotary/


District Governor Rick Caron & Wendy invite you to register now for the 2018 District 6400 Conference – just click here for 

online registration. 

The package includes all meals from Thursday evening’s grand buffet arrival dinner through Sunday breakfast (8 meals 

total) and conference activities, as well as your round-trip ferry ride on Shepler’s and round-trip taxi from the boat dock to 

Grand Hotel! 

After your initial registration fee, the total Grand Hotel conference package is $1,395.00 for two people; $1,175.00 for one 

person.  The hotel reservation information will be posted on the district website, www.rotary6400.org and emailed to all 

registered conference attendees later in 2017. 

Spotlight on Rotary Youth Exchange 

The Rotary Youth Exchange is a unique program 

that enhances many lives. It provides a fantastic 

opportunity to youth ages 16 to 18 ½ to experi-

ence a new culture, learn a new language, make 

friends from other countries and learn what Rota-

ry and its members are really about. 

For participating clubs, it provides a youthful out-

look, an opportunity to make a contact in another 

country, to participate in a true exercise in global 

understanding and an opportunity to gain more 

members. 

For host families, it provides a great extension to 

their family, creates fantastic memories and when they are not Rotarians, an insight into Rotary.  

It is very easy for clubs to get involved by committing to an outbound student for 2018/2019. Club commitments are still 

being accepted and District Youth Exchange Committee members can attend your meeting and help you through the pro-

cess. 

Students who are interested in going on exchange for the 2018/19 school year can be sponsored by a club and fill out the 

application on line at http://yehub.net/CEN-obapp . There is no cost to the club to sponsor an outbound student. 

Have your club participate in Youth Exchange and bring youth back to your club. 

D-6400 Youth Exchange Chair Chuck Parsons (top left) and his wife Wendy visit the family 

of 2016-17 student Camille Carricheiro  Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur, France last month. 

https://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77326137
https://www.sheplersferry.com/
http://www.grandhotel.com/
http://rotary6400.org/
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Walnut Creek Country Club  
25501 Johns Road 

South Lyon, Michigan 
  

11:00 AM Registration,  
Practice Area and Lunch 
12:30 PM Shotgun Start 

RAIN OR SHINE 

This outing supports  
World & Community Service 

Rotary International District 6400 

36th Annual 
District Governor's Golf Outing 

Monday October 2, 2017 

JOIN LEADERS | PLAY GOLF

To Donate Prizes, Volunteer for the Prep or Day of the Outing  
PLEASE CONTACT: 

John Chambers, john@detroitamrotary.org or 248.935.5970 
Nick Krayacich,  nickkrayacich@gmail.com or 519.978.2346 

Kris Moe,  k_moe@comcast.net or 734.941.7224 
Traci Sincock, tracisincock@gmail.com or 248.755.8293 

Walnut Creek Country Club is a premier 27-hole, Arthur 
Hills course: a private club with a variety of amenities 
including a driving range, putting green, and short game 
area.  Meals by award-winning Chef Drew. 

Refreshments on the course and at dinner 
included.  



Sponsorships Include Custom Signage (except for hole sponsor renewals)
# #

Dinner Program Sponsor  @$5000 @$2000

Short Game Area Sponsor  @$2000 Beverage Station Sponsor @$1500

Putting Green Sponsor @$1000 Hole Sponsor NEW Sign @$165

Hole Sponsor Renewal  @$145

Signage  Name: 

Signage  Name: 

Number for Dinner and Golf @$175 Number for Dinner Only  @$55
Names of Golfers Names of Dinner Guests

Payment: Total Amount USD

Name (please print)

Email  Phone:

Pay for all golfers, guests, sponsorships

Rotary District 6400 Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization. Golf $175, $115 Goods/Services, $60 Charitable 
Donation. Dinner only $55, $40 Goods/Services, $15 Charitable Donation.

Payment by Check:  Check payable to: District 6400 ‐ DGGO (US Funds Preferred).  Mail Registration and 
Check to: DGGO, 41655 Borchart Dr. Novi, MI 48375.
Payment by Credit Card or EFT: Please email Registration to john@detroitamrotary.org. We will invoice 
you.  
Please Register and Pay by September 14, 2017. There will be no Registration at the golf course.

Check in, range, and lunch at 11:00 AM.  Shotgun Start at 12:30 PM.   RAIN OR SHINE 

36th Annual
District Governor's Golf Outing

Monday, October 2, 2017
(Use a new page for each Foursome)

Rotary Club of 

Driving Range Sponsor
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