The month of December was filled with opportunities to reflect and engage in service above self. Many
clubs assisted the Salvation Army's Red Kettle donations. Some clubs assisted the Good Fellows drive
by selling newspapers. Clubs raised money and food items for local pantries. Other clubs had socks,
bottoms, and other clothing drives. Windsor-St.Clair had their annual Friday and Saturday evening
fundraising auction on cable TV in which other clubs in the area and I participated.
While we had Polio day in October, polio has reportedly has increased in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
These countries are addressing the issues. We have donated through the clubs and members $32,500
which will be matched 2 to 1 by the Gates Foundation. The District Designated Fund has also donated
$34,279 with a 2 to 1 match. I am hopeful that we will have a polio survivor speak to us during our
upcoming District Conference.
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On page 12 of this month’s “News & Notes” a registration form for the
conference, being held this year at Kalahari Resorts & Conferences in
nearby Sandusky, Ohio, May 15-17, 2020. Please click here to watch a
video with our special guest speaker, Astronaut Mike Foreman, and
sign up for the conference.
In January, we look forward to planning for Discon 2020, the midyear
meetings, and DGE Noel & Debbie Jackson attending International
Assembly, the training event for all incoming District Governors, in San
Diego.
Sandy and I celebrated our 29th wedding anniversary in December. We
took some time to relax and recharge our batteries. We hope that you
will take an opportunity to reflect on your life and your contribution
to society. You make a difference...Happy New Year!

This year’s RYLA turned out very well in spite of the
challenges we encountered with a new venue and almost a
completely new Staff however we had many returning
Coaches (RYLA graduates) helped smooth the transition.
The event was again “sold out” with over 105 attendees
which included an international contingent of 35% of the
attendees and had a packed agenda with a new director of
the True colors seminar, Mary MacDonald Barrett and
keynote speakers Detroit Lions legend Cory Schlesinger and
Detroit Pistons legend Greg Kelser.
Michael Angelo Caruso again presented exceptional
leadership seminars. There were also many team building
exercises that kept the students moving and learning more
about networking and working together.
Head Coach Kyle Waligora not only took the leadership role
running the event making my job very easy but also
arranged Cory Schlesinger as a speaker.
RYLA was rated a 4.5 out of a possible 5 with many
constructive suggestions to make RYLA better for next year.
Yet another leading indicator as to the success was a list of
46 graduates that want to return next year as yet an
attendee or coach.
Work is well underway and planning is in process for next
year already We are still forming up the dates for next year
and the venue but looking forward to again in November.
As a personal note I have been a member of Rotary for 5
years and never know what it meant until this year the
number of volunteers that stepped up to the plate still
overwhelms me when I think about it a true team effort I
can’t thank all the volunteers enough.

DG John Chambers participated in the Rotary
Club of Windsor-St. Clair's 33rd annual
Cogeco TV Auction Fundraiser last month.
Several area Rotary Clubs helped to make the
event the a great success. DG John talked in
particular about two Rotary areas of focus:
clean water and polio eradication.

Traci Sincock of the Northville Rotary Club
has been selected as the 2022-23 District
6400 Governor by the nominating committee.
Traci has served as Grants Chair of District
6400, Assistant Governor of Area 5, as served
on several District Conference Committees
and the Golf Outing Committee. Traci serves
on the YE Committee and has, along with
husband PDG Paul, hosted many students.

Plymouth-Canton Educational Park Rotary
Interact at PCEP will host the Rotary Interact
Peace Summit January 18th from 10am-2:30pm at
the Salem High School cafeteria in Canton. The
event raises funds for Rotary schools in Ghana,
sending the children there letters, doing ice
breakers, hearing from guest speakers, and more!
Lunch will be provided. To enter, bring a canned
good.

 Current President Midyear
meetings—see page 11
 2020-21 Club Presidents “PrePETS” meetings—see page 10
 Saturday, January 18—
Plymouth Canton Education
Park Interact Peace Summit,
Salem High School, 10am2:30pm
 Saturday, January 25—
Adrian Morning Rotary’s
annual Celebrity Wait
dinner & auction, Adrian
Armory, 6pm
Dearborn Rotary Big
Band Bop & Pop, Michael
A Guido Theater, 8pm
 Saturday, February 8—LaSalleCentennial Rotary’s 13th annual
Crystal Drop Gala, Essex Golf &
Country Club, 6pm

(Top Left) Northville presented Civic Concern with $8,000 from its Goodfellows collection (Top Right)
Dearborn Heights held its annual holiday lunch with the Salvation Army Brass band provided us with an
explanation of the different instruments played and some jolly holiday music before presenting a holiday
gift check from the club. (Bottom Left) Windsor & Essex county clubs once again gathered a donation
mountain of clothes for its “Socks & Bottoms project. (Bottom right) Windsor (1918)’s satellite club made
holiday cards with their “Happy Mail” project.

(Above) Blissfield Rotarians gathered and packed over 60 basic needs bags December 5th for those families
who receive holiday food delivery from the local Light of Christ Parish Knights of Columbus. Concurrent with
the basic needs bags, the club also purchased and assembled children’s coats, hats & gloves for those who request them from among the families receiving food and basic needs deliveries. .
Over 70 Rotarians and friends attended the
Southgate Rotary Christmas Party on
December 12th. The event is also the
culmination Southgate’s Annual Hats and
Mitten Drive for Children in Need. This year
was a record year. Local businesses and
Rotarians collected 842 hats, mittens,
scarves and ear muffins for children in the
Downriver Head Start sites. Head Start is a
free preschool program for children from low
income families ages 3-5 years old. Head
Start Staff members were in attendance to
receive this generous donation. This is the
first year the Southgate Anderson Interact
Club participated. Some of the students were
able to attend the luncheon, along with Santa
Claus. A 50/50 raised $163 for the Southgate
Good Fellows.

(Right) Local Rotarians help to provide
Christmas presents for over 450 kids in
foster care in Monroe (Below left) Carleton
Interact helped Rotarians with their “Santa
Comes to Town” event at the branch
library. (Below right) Wayne State Rotaract
Immediate Past President Devankar Mukhi
congratulates new President Khevna Bhatt
at a recent new officer induction meeting.

(Above) DGE Noel Jackson recognizes Paul Harris
Fellows as Trenton Rotary held its annual Wild Game
dinner December 6th. The club raised $13,000.00 for
its Jack Castignola Scholarship Fund, Tom Schumacher
endowment for the arts and Heroes and Angels fund to
support veterans causes. The club also recognized the
22 years of service that the late Kyle Stack helped with
the event with a moment of silence in her honor.

This is the December 21, 2019 updated list of planned International Projects in D6400. If you are interested in joining a project, please connect with the listed contact person. If you wish to add a project, send the details to rcaron@uwindsor.ca. The projects are listed in order of earliest date with the format “Club. Project Country. Dates. Area
of Focus. Short Project Description. Contact.”
1.

Essex. Ghana. February 2020. Basic Education and Literacy. Kim Spirou <kspirou@hotmail.ca>.

2. Windsor (1918). Tanzania. March 2020. Basic Education and Literacy. Girls Empowerment Program and projects
to benefit marginalized children such as orphaned children, homeless children, and children with albinism. Clinton Beckford <clinton@uwindsor.ca>.
3. Windsor (1918). Tanzania. August 1 - 16, 2020. Basic Education and Literacy and Water and Sanitation. We will
visit our sponsored students and their schools, provide toilets and improve classrooms to a school. Rick Caron
<rcaron@uwindsor.ca>.

4. LaSalle Centennial. Malawi, Mexico, and Ethiopia. Rotary year 2019-2020. Water and Sanitation (WASH), Literacy, Economic Development. Nick Krayacich <nickkrayacich@gmail.com>.
5. Trenton. Ghana. January 2021 (projected). Celebration of Dental Clinic. Noel Jackson
<noeldg2020@gmail.com>.
6. Essex. Ghana. January 2021. Multiple Areas of Focus. Multiple projects such as the provision of health care including polio vaccines, school supplies, layettes, and mosquito nets; drilling wells, building sanitation facilities
and schools, improvements to schools, tools to bring employment to single mothers, etc. Kim Spirou
<kspirou@hotmail.ca>.
7. Windsor (1918). Ghana, Dates not set. Maternal & Child Health and Disease Prevention and Cure. Brining medical supplies to a Rural Clinic, Breast Cancer Screening, Cervical Cancer Screening, Vision and Eye care. Godfrey
Bacheyie <Godfrey.bacheyie@wrh.on.ca>.

(Above) Each year Southgate Rotary provides
athletic shoes to students in the Southgate
Elementary Schools whose families are struggling
and need help with basic needs. This year, they
presented 45 children with new athletic shoes
through our “Happy Feet” project. The money is
raised through donations at the club’s Shred Day
and other fundraisers. Candace Duane from
Southgate Elementary happily receives the donation.

DisCon

2020

05/15/2020 - 05/17/2020
Kalahari Resort, Sandusky, OH

CALLING ALL ROTARY KIDS
Don’t miss out on this SUPER awesome ‘Junior Space Camp’ and
Kalahari Waterpark package during the DisCon 2020 conference at
Kalahari Resort. This camp is for ages 5 -16 and will include the following:
- Friday Dinner
- Saturday Lunch (We will all have the opportunity to listen to

NASA Astonaut, Michael Foreman and afterwards you will have
a One on One visit with Astronaut Michael to learn more about
his time in space. You will receive a special ‘DisCon Space Camp
Recognition Certificate’ signed by astronaut Michael Foreman
- Saturday Night pizza party and Sunday morning breakfast
This Full Package (4 meals) includes everything mentioned above,
along with a waterpark wristband for enjoying Ohio’s Largest
Indoor Waterpark. PRICE PER CHILD - $135.00US
(Other food options for kids are available at Kalahari)
Parent Name ______________________________________ Email ____________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________
Child Name ______________________ Age _______
Child Name ______________________ Age _______

Child Name ______________________ Age _______
Child Name ______________________ Age _______

Register online at http//www.rotary6400.org (conference link on left side of home page) or send check, payable
to Rotary District 6400 (please put DisCon 2020 in memo line) and mail to:
Registrar Judy Wernette, 21230 Woodland Glen Dr, Apt 102 Northville, MI 48167.
Contact Judy Wernette with any questions pertaining to children attending at: jwernette@spi-pcs.com or 734/277-6227

Pre-PETS Meetings for 2020-2021 Club Presidents and Assistant Governors
Governor-Elect Noel invites his presidents-elect and the 2020-2021 assistant governors to attend one of
the two Pre-PETS meetings. One is held in the U.S.A and the other in Canada. Food is available at 5:30
P.M. and the program runs from 5:45 - 9:30 P.M. At this meeting we will hear about Noel’s experiences at
the International Assembly, including 2020-2021 Rotary International President Holger Knaak’s theme and
goals, we will work to establish and record your club goals, cover some DACdb and Rotary Club Central
basics and help fully prepare you for PETS. Please register to help us insure that we have enough food for
everyone and that we don’t incur the expense of over-ordering, and please bring a laptop / tablet.

February 5, 2020 (5:30 – 9:00
P.M.)
Lilly Kazilly's Restaurant
9550 Riverside Dr. E
Windsor, ON
https://www.dacdb.com/index.cfm?
EventID=77429967

January 29, 2020 (5:30 – 9:00 P.M.)
Wayne County Community College
Downriver Campus
21000 Northline Road
Taylor, MI 48180
https://www.dacdb.com/index.cfm?
EventID=77429966

Mid-year Meetings for 2019-2020 Club Presidents and
Assistant Governors
Governor John invites his presidents and assistant
governors to attend one of the two mid-year meetings. One
is held in the U.S.A and the other in Canada. Food is
available at 5:30 PM; the program runs from 5:45 - 9:30 PM.
Presidents will have a chance to share anecdotes about
their club’s accomplishments followed by discussions on
various awards / recognitions available to their club and
club members. This will be followed by a presentation on
new directions for the Rotary Foundation and
announcements of upcoming events, especially, District
Conference! Here are the two meetings times and locations
available to you, including the appropriate registration link.
Please register to help us insure that we have enough food
for everyone and that we don’t incur the expense of overordering; and please bring a laptop / tablet.
January 21, 2020 (5:30 – 9:00 P.M.)
VisTa Tech Center
Schoolcraft College
18600 Haggerty Rd
Livonia, MI
https://www.dacdb.com/index.cfm?EventID=77378979
January 28, 2020 (5:30 – 9:00 P.M.)
Lilly Kazilly's Restaurant
9550 Riverside Dr. E
Windsor, ON
https://www.dacdb.com/index.cfm?EventID=77378980

PETS Registration is Now Open to 20202021 Presidents and Assistant Governors
Registration is now open for the PresidentsElect Training Seminar (PETS) held at the
Radisson Hotel in Kalamazoo, Michigan from
March 12 – 14, 2020. PETS is a premier, high
quality training experience and is a required
training event for presidents-elect. Your
registration includes meals and has been
paid by your club as part of the District dues,
but you still need to register and book and
arrange payment for your hotel room. A link
to the registration page is below. When you
start your online registration, you will be
taken to a ClubRunner page that is provided
to PETS by D6380. Consequently, your club
name will not appear on the list of clubs.
Please select “Input Club Name” and then
enter your club name. We encourage all
Assistant Governors to attend PETS and the
District will cover your registration fee and
half of your room fee, i.e., if you share a
room with another AG, your room is charge
is covered. If you want to bring a guest with
you the charge is USD $195 for registration
and meals. CLICK HERE to register now to
guarantee your room at the Radisson.

